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For the Utica Christian Repository. | 
yoW TO INTERPRET SCRIPTURE. || 
[Concluded from page 111.} 

if these things are so, it may be 
asked, why is it, that professing 
hristians do differ so much in their 
jews of what the scriptures teach? 
There are several reasons. Some 
ever think or examine the bible for 
hemselves, but take their opinions 
fom others. Some are not satisfied 
sith the plain and obvious sense of 
cripture, but are always looking 
or some deep, mystical and hidden 
eaning, which common minds can- 
yt discover. They wish to spirit- 
alize it all. Such persons can 
make any thing out of the scriptures, 
rovided their imagination is suffi 
iently fruitful, and they can bring 
heir reason entirely under its con- 
wl. Some form their opinions 
rst,and then go to the bible to look 
orsomething to confirm them. Pro- | 
nbly most of the systems of error | 
reformed in this way. Such take 
rreat latitude in their interpreta- 
ion of scripture, in order to make 
t mean according to their sys- 
em. -If their system oo 
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ome truths mixed with some errors, 
sis usually the case, they are wil- 
ing that all those parts of scripture 
thich teach the truths they embrace 
hould be understood to mean as 
hey say. But when a passage, in 
ts plain, obvious import, would con- 
dict their system, then it must 
lot mean as it says, but must be! 
iplained away. Ihave met with 
ich persons frequently, and in va- 
ius denominations. They follow 
Orule in the interpretation of scrip- 
VOL. II. 


ture, but their own system. And 
the most plain and direct declara- 
tion of scripture, when it comes in 
their way, appears to have no weight 
with them at all. Now thisis plain- 
ly wrong. If the bible is a revela- 
tion from God, we must make it our 
guide; and if our opinions are not 
according to its plain, obvious decla- 
rations,they must berenounced. No 
system of human contrivance, no 
supposed analogy of faith, will ev- 
er justify usin departing from the 
simple word of God. And if we 
meet with any man who finds it ne- 
cessary to deny or explain away a- 
ny part of the bible, in order to sup- 
port his system, we ought to con- 
clude that, so far, at least, he is cer- 
tainly wrong. ‘That system is cer- 
tainly right, and that alone which 
will allow ail the bible to mean as 
it says. 

If these things are so, it may be 
asked, how is it, that those who dif- 
fer so much, seem to bring so much 
scripture to support their various & 
opposite views? There may besev- 
eral reasons for this. They may 
put a literal construction upon a 
figurative expression, or a figurative 
construction upon a literal expres- 
sion. ‘They may apply to one sub- 
ject what was spoken of another.— 
They may construe a word in one 
sense, which is really used in.a dif- 
ferent sense. They may under- 
stand in an unlimited sense a term 
which is used in a limited sense, or 
the contrary. In these ways,they may 
seem to bring many passages of 
scripture to prove what they were 


not designed to teach, and which, 
17 
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when taken in their connection, they || conclude that he has much the mog 
would not be understood to teach, || scripture in favor of his sentiment, 
’ 


by an honest and unprejudiced rea- 
der. 

But there is another way still, in 
which the advocates of error seem to 
biing a great deal of scripture to 
support their views. Either through 
ignorance or by design, they substi 
tute, instead of the point in dispute, 
something else which is really a 
truth, and can be proved; and when 
they have proved that, they raise 
the shout of victory; though, in real- 
ity they have never come to the point 
in dispute at all. 1 will illustrate 
my meaning by an example or two. 

I believe the doctrine of election. 
Another man disbelieves it. To 
prove my position, [bring forward 
those texts of scripture which, it is 
acknowledged, in their plain, obvi- 
ous import, do assert it. My oppo- 
nent says, these passages of scrip- 
ture are not to be understood so; and 
to show that they are not, he can 
bring more scripture against the 
doctrine of election, than I have 
brought in its favor. He accor- 
dingly cites many passages of scrip- 
ture to prove—:. That men are 
free agents.—2. That God is no 
respecter of persons—-3. That 
Christ died for all—4. That the of- 
fers of mercy are made alike to all 
-—5. That all are commanded to 
repent and believe the gospel— 
6. That all men have ability to re- 
pent and believe the gospel—7.That 
ifany do not come to Christ, it is 
because they will not——8. That 
God does, in itself considered, sin- 
cerely desire the happiness of every 
individual—9. That God has no 
pleasure in the death of him that 
dieth—-10. That those who perish 
will have no excuse. Now, by ci- 
ting all the passages of scripture 
which assert these points, he makes 
out a much greater number of texts 
than I have cited to prove the doc 
trine of election: And man 


those who have heard us both, wiil |j ble to their salvation—4, That si! 
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and is most likely to be right i 
Whereas, in truth, all those points en 
which he has proved, are points fm “° 
which I believe as much as he does [EP 
and am in the habit of asserting ania 
proving, as much as he is; and hp s 
has not touched the point really i, jm?” 










dispute,atall. To that point he has fim” 
not brought a single passage of scrip. a 
ture; norhashe assigned a single va.Jm * 
lid reason why the passages I cited fim”. 
to prove that point ought not to beim” 
understood to mean as they Say, - 
There is this difference between us, He 
ladmit, that the passages he has quo. . 
ted to prove the several pointsabovem 
mentioned,do prove them, & do meay a 
as they say. So far we are agreed, [ 
But the passages which | have cited r 
to prove the doctrine of election, he “ 
thinks, cannot mean as they safm-. 
And the only reason which appear : 
is, they are contrary to his system, ho 
All the passages of scripture which : 
I have brought forward, stand in bijm 
way; for they prove a point he dow a 
not believe. But all those which : 
he has brought forward, are % * 
much in my favor, as they are i a 
his; for they only prove points which io 3 
we both believe. ™ 

Again: | believe that every reli, 
saint will certainly persevere in he- the 
ly obedience unto eternal life. I th, 
denies it. I cite those passagyy 
of scripture, which, according 1 - 
their plain, obvious import, do a: sh 
sert that point. He says they mug... 
not be understood so: for he cig. 
bring more scripture to prove hig@) 
doctrine of falling from grace, hil wk 
I have brought to prove the persegy _ - 
verance of saints. Accordingly, lt toe 
proceeds to cite passages of scrim. 
ture, which prove—1. That re - 
saints can fall away and_ perish a 
2. That real saints are in danger"™ _ 
falling away and perishing—S-Thit@ 


their own activity, and watchful the 


wil] 








10st 


vation is promised to believers on 
condition that they endure to the 
end—and 5. That if any do fall a- 


nts, 


= 











‘tts @ yay, and continue in sin, they will 
ints orish. To prove these points, he 
OCs, brings a great number of passages 
and i scripture. But these are not the 
he point in dispute. I believe all these 
y 1. 4. much as he does; and insist up- 
has on them, and prove them, as much 
"PH ashe does. Lask for the proof that 
Var any real saint ever did fall away & 
ited erish; and he has but little to offer, 
0 be ind that little is not to the point.— 
SYM te adduces Balaam, and king Saul, 
US. ond Judas, and a few more similar 
0S characters, who never were real 
dove saints, “who went out from us, be- 
"aN cause they were not of us;’? and 
eed, then he has done. 
¥ Again; [believe that some men 
“2 


will be doomed to suffer endless 
misery, aS the just desert of their 
sins) Another denies it. I cite 


8ay, 
ears, 


es those passages of scripture, which, 

i according to their plain obvious im- 
ee port, do assert that — He says 
hich they must not be understood so; they 


must be parables or figures of speech, 
ororiental idioms, or have seme 
mystical meanxng,or everlasting and 
eternal must only mean a very long 
vel limited duration. And, at any rate, 
a he can bring more scripture to prove 
Hi: the final salvation of ail men than 
[have brought to prove the contra- 


a 
e il 
hich 


ay ty. So he begins and repeats a 
ra great many passages of scripture 
ee which go to prove—1.That God is 
cate 00002 That his benevolent feelings 
hi extend to all his creatures—3. That 
that “¢ bas no pleasure in the death of the 
seq “Cked—4. That Christ died for all 

iam >: Chat the offer of mercy is made 
a ‘oall—6. That all are commanded 


‘orepent and believe—7. That the 
time will come when the gospel 
shall be preached among all nations 
—5.That the time will come when all 
who are then on earth shall know 
the Lord—9. ‘hat all shall be rais- 
ed from the dead—10. That Christ 
vill subdue all his enemies-11.That 
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the highest possible sum of happi- 
ness in the universe will ultimately 
be secured—12. That God will be 
ultimately glorified inthe full dis- 
play of all his perfections—&c. &c. 
Now, all these things are true, and 
I believe them as much as he does, 
and have no difficulty at all in ad- 
mitting that all the passages of 
scripture which he cites to prove 
these points do prove them, and do 
mean as they say. But none of 
these is the point in dispute; and 
to that point he has said nothing at 
all. And yet many of those who 
hear us wilf think he has a great 
deal of scripture to support his 
views; while in fact, all the scrip- 
ture he has quoted is as much in my 
favor as it is in his, since it only 
proves points in which we both a- 
gree. 

Thus it ‘is that the advocates of 
error are supposed to have so much 
scripture in their favor. They em- 
brace some truth, as well as some 
error. They have scripture to 
prove all the truths they embrace, 
but.they have no scripture to prove 
any single error. And ifthose who 
hear them would attend closely to 
their mode of citing scripture, they 
would discover that it is never fair- 
ly done. They wrest the scriptures 
to make them seem to bear upon the 
point in dispute; or more frequently, 
they keep the point in dispute out 
of sight, and set up something else 
in the room of it, which is true, and 
bring a great deal of scripture to 
prove that, and then conclude they 
have proved the point in dispute, 
and raise the shout of victory; and 
so impose upon the credulous and 
unthinking. 

But let the above rule he obser- 
ved in the interpretation of scrip- 
ture—let every one search the 
scriptures for himself, and be willing 
they should all mean as they say—let 
him try all he hears by the infalli- 
ble standard—and the darkness and 
mists of error will vanish away, like 








Sz Examination of a Defence 
the shadows of the night before the | 
rising sun. | 


PHILOBIBLUS. 
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— Qo 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
Examination of a Defence of The- 
ological Questions. 
(Concluded. ) 
I take this method of returning 
my thanks to P for his kind fears 
of my creed, and to lead me into a, 
persuasion of the truth of his meta- 
physical system. Surely this man. 
liests a spirit of brotherly kindness 
and charity—a spirit, which should 
prevail far more extensively in the 
christian church, than it does. 

Amongst P’s apprehensions, he 
mentions a fear of: my leaning too 
much upon the opinions of others.—~ 
I do not deny that I have consulted 
several volumes of reputed excel- 
lence, and acknowledged authority. 
I have endeavoured to avail myself, 
during life, of all resources within 
my reach. And iff am not very || 
much mistaken, P. isequally guilty, E 
perhaps more guilty, than | am, in 
this particular. And ifit be incum- 
bent on me, on this account, to ex- 
amine my system of belief, shall it 
be deemed arrogant and presump- 
tuous in me to request him to exa- 
mine his? 

However P. mentionsone circum: 
stance, which, at the first sight, ap- 
pears to show that this work of ex- 
amination is more necessary to the | 
support of my system, than his. He 
seems to regard the sacred volume I 
as so exceedingly plain, simple, and 
intelligible, that no explanations are 
necessary—that the literal meaning | 
of every passage, independently of 
its connection, and regardless of | 
consequences, should be received, as | 
the true meaning, by every humble 
and obedient child ef God. My 





friend P. is not alone in this his be 
lief. There are many others of the 
same mind,and who think no other | 
knowledge necessary to the right 
understanding of the sacred y olume, 





of Theological Questions. 


than that which may be acquire; 






are 
by grammars and lexicons. Now { BB jar 
Conus acknowledge my judgement Hye « 
on this subject is different. | con- BBpati 
fess indeed, and 1 do it, I hope, Mest 
with gratitude to God, that the BBjet 
truths of the gospel, which are es. BBacc: 
sential to salvation, are plainly re. BBeor 
vealed. Yet these truths are taught HBifix 
in such a variety of ways, enforced the 
by such a variety of motives, and [pur 
exhibited by such a variety of illus. Bo 
trations, that much care, diligence Hitex 
and study, are requisite to see and BBdis: 
feel their force and authority— HRtrai 
What though the scriptures were Hin 
given by inspiration of God ; does HiMhis 













it therefore necessarily follow that 
| they are so plain, that they require 
no explanation? The Ethiopian Eu- 
nuch was not of this opinion, when 
he asked Philip, “of whom speak- 
eth the prophet this; of himself, or 
of some other man??? What though 
the scriptures were given by inspi- 
ration of God, yet were they not 
oiven in languages, which are not 


unl 
trul 
mus 
ofte 
Oris 
ua 
the 
of t 
fait! 
the 


now generally. understood, and i 
sometimes too, expressed in such Mout 
bold imagery, and illustrated by Mall 
such ancient and oriental customs, Imewot 
that its true exposition is a work of no: 
great difficultyr What though the Hilf t 
scriptures do not teach the learner, le 
in a systematic manner, or accor- Hjgui 
ding to human system, yet it is be- Har 
lieved, there is a perfect and com- Msul 
plete system of faith and practice, Mele: 
taught and enforced in them. If Rabe 
SO, and 1 think my friend P. will Mut 
not object to this, then it follows Js ¢ 
that all the truths, which we believe Hicre 
and teach, should comport with this wit 
system. God will not contradict Hun 
himself. What is taught in one iMrul 
part of the sacred velume, will not troy 
be contradicted in another. ro} 

ldo not deny that there are ap- Rc 
narent discrepancies in the sacred JM to 
volume: many of these are easily Mpre 
reconciled by the laws of criticism; [pre 
others are not so easily reconciled, I thi 
because they relate to truths, which IR’ 
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ire too great for the grasp of the hu- 
aan mind. Here the meaning must 
ye determined by a careful exami- 
nation of the text with the con- 
‘ext; and if the meaning, as thus 
jetermined, do not appear to 
accord with other truths, this ac- 
cordance should be entrusted with 


ifim, who knows and comprehends 


the whole plan. But whilst it is 
our duty to submit, thus implicitly, 
to the plainest meaning of the 
text, with the convext, in those 
discoveries and revelations, which 
transcend the powers of the human 
mind, yet it does net follow, from 
this, that all efforts to explain, 
unite, and even systematize those 
truths which may be comprehended, 
must be unavailing. It is true, this 
often requires a knoweledge of the 
original languages, an extensive ac- 
uaintance with history, and with 
the ancient manners and custems 
of the Kast, together with the pious, 
faithful and persevering study of 
the sacred volume. 

But it appears that P. has found 
outa theory which frees him from 
all these difficulties, and makes the 
word of God such a plain book, that 
0 exposition can be justly allowed. 
iff am not mistaken, P. is here lia- 
le to the charge of pushing his ar 
guinent beyond its legitimate boun- 
(aries. Itis certainly our duty to 
submit implicitly to every truth 
clearly revealed, when that truth is 
above or beyond our comprehension; 
but who will say that implicit faith 
3 our duty, in those parts of the sa 
cred volume, which are perfectly 
within the compass of the human 
nnd. Andisit not transgressing the 
rules of sound argument, to reason 
trom ihe one to the other? to reason 
irom the grand, mysterious and in 
comprehensible truths of revelation, 
to those plain truths, which every 
properly prepared mind, can com- 
Prehend sand explain? Would not 
this manner of reasoning, reduce us 
'o the necessity of believing in tran- 


| 


| 





155 


substantiation? Christ says, speak- 
ing of the sacramental bread and 
| wine; “this is my body,” and, “this 
'is my blood.”” Would not this man- 
ner of reasoning destroy all our 
hopes of immortality? “That which 
befalleth the sons of men, befalleth 
recone even one thing befalleth 
‘them: as the one dieth, so dieth the 
other; yea they have all one breath, 





so that a man has no pre-eminence 
above a beast; for all is vanity; all 
go into one place.” Many other 
parts of revelation might be men- 
| tioned, which show plainly the util- 
| ity and necessity of sound, system- 
| atic, scriptural exposition. 
Yet P’s discovery that God is the 
cause of ali things, appears to free 
| him from all the labor of exposition, 
‘from the difficulties of Hebrew idi- 
| oms, the idioms of any language, 
and indeed frum explanations of 
any kind. But I must confess, I do 
| not find myself assisted by this dis- 
| covery,in reading the sacred volume: 
Nay, I findin my way, greater and 
more perplexing drfficulties—diffi- 
culties, which I cannot remove, 
without overthrowing P’s theory. 
On reading the sacred volume, I 
find it asserted, that God permits 
some tliings to he done. Paul, wri- 
ting to the Corinthians, says, “1 
trust to tarry awhile with you, if the 
Lord permit. And urging the He- 
brews to press onward towards 
perfection, he says, “and this will 
we do, if God permit.” James 
says, “go to now, ye that say, to- 
day, or to-morrow, we will go into 
such a city, and continue there a 
year, and buy and sell, and get gain; 
whereas ye know not what shall be 
on the morrow. For that ye ought 
to say, if the lord will, we shall 
liveand do this or that.” Paul bid- 
ding farewell to the Ephesians, says, 
“{ must by all means, keep this 
feast that cometh in Jerusalem, but 
1 will come again unto you, if God 
will.’ And writing to the Corin- 


5, 
thians, he says, “I will come to you 
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shortly, ifthe Lord will.” Such 


expressions as these, pervade the 
whole of the sacred volume. 

“God suffered no man to do his 
people wrong.” “God suffered the 
murmurs of the Israelites forty 
yearsin the wilderness.” “God 
suffered all nations to walk in their 
own ways.” “Bless God, who suf- 
fereth not our feet to be moved.”— 
“He blesseth, and suffereth not their 
cattle to decrease.”” God is de 
clared to be patient and long-suf- 
fering. God gave permission to 
satan to afilict Job. “God gave 
them up to their own hearts lusts 
to do those things, which are not 
convenient.” “God gave them up 
to vile affections.”” And the scrip- 
tures speak of subverting a man’s 
ways, of which the Lord does not 
approve. Every biblical student 
well knows, that declarations of this 
kind are found throughout the whole 
of the sacred volume, and form a 
great proportion of revealed truth. 

Now I have been endeavoring to 
apply P’s theory to these declara- 
tions of the Holy Spirit, but I can- 
not succeed to my own satisfaction. 
Thus; “I trust to tarry awhile 
with you, if the Lord permit,” or ac- 
cording to P’s plan, if the Lord cause 
me totarry with you. ‘God suffer- 
ed no man to do his people wrong.” 
God caused no man to do his peo- 
ple wrong. “God suffered the mur- 
murs of the Israelites forty years in 
in the wilderness.”? God caused 
the murmurs of the Israelites forty 
years. I cannot see any reason 
why the Holy Spirit should use the 
words permit and suffer, when he 
actually caused these things. 

I have also been examining lexi- 
cons to determine the real meaning 
of the words, “permit,”’ “suffer’? &c. 
but permit signifies “to allow with- 
out command;” “to suffer without 
authorising or approving.” And 
suffer signifies “to bear; to undergo; 
to feel with sense of pain; to en- 
dure; to support; to allow; to per- 
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mit.” But these definitions do py 
accord with P’s plaii; and P, ‘ 
bound, by his own declarations, {, 
receive that meaning of scriptur 
which is derived from the most 9b. 
vious sources. And if he does fr. 
ceive this meaning, | do not per. 
ceive how he can refuse to acknow). 
edge, that God permits or suffe; 
some things to be done. 

In speaking of the universal goy. 
ernment of Gud, I have urged, that 
God superintends and directs lj 
things to the accomplishment of his 
own wise and holy purposes. | 
this work he acts and causes, wher 
action and causation are necessary; 
and permits and suffers, where per- 
mission and suffering are necessary 
and sufficient. Thathe does act, & 
that he does permit, are incontro- 
vertible facts,which no human deduc. 
tions or conclusions can disprove, 
If we keep this in view, we shall 
easily see how “God causeth the 
wrath of man to praise him, and re- 
starineth the remainder thereof.”— 
He suffereth the wrath of man, and 
all other wicked principles of human 
nature, to proceed as far, in thei 
wicked and destructive career, as 
he knows, will be conducive to the 
accomplishment of his own wise ant 
holy purposes, and _ there he arrests 
their power and fury; saying “thus 
far thou shalt go, and no farther.” 
And beyond this all the powers and 
principalities of darkness cannot 
proceed. Hence then, dear reader, 
you may go, and do your duty, it 
the assured confidence that no evil 
shall befall you, but such as God, it 
his wisdom and goodness, shall per: 
mit. All your enemies are held fast 
in the grasp of Jehovah, and out 0! 
his hands they cannot escape. His 
power, wisdom and goodness will 
keep them confined, when confine: 
ment is necessary to the grand ob- 
jects of his government; and whet 
he permits them to act, he will dr 
rect, permit, or restrain, according 
to the councils of his own will, to the 
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= culations and inferences. 


certain accomplishment of his wise 

d holy purposes. 

*P. shee that I “admit, 
that God exercises some kind of 
sovernment over the world, and 
that all events take place according 
to the counsel of his will.’ Then it 
appears that the true point of con- 
troversy between us, is, what kind 
of government does God exercise? 
From what has been said, I think P. 
will perceive, that I am an advocate 
for a universal and particular gov 

ernment—a government extending 
to all creatures, arid to all their ac- 
tions. Thus far it is supposed P. 
and I will agree. ‘The difference, 
therefore is reduced to one point. 
P. excludes every act of God, ex- 
cept positive causation, from his gov- 
ernment of the universe; whereas I 
believe that God, not only exercises 
positive causation, but also permits, 
directs and restrains other causes. 
And I think, the scriptures warrant 
me in believing,that God acts, where 
action is necessary, and also per- 
mits where permission is sufficient, 
and unecessary. Certainly the scrip- 
tures speak of both these acts of 
God. It would be an easy matter 
to fill up many pages, with quota- 
tions from the sacred volume, to 
prove that God caus’s many events; 
and also that he permits many e- 
vents. But of this, P. needs no in- 
formation. Now must not a theory, 
which excludes either causing, or 
permitting, entirely from the gov- 
ernment of the universe, require 
more metaphysical subtleties, and 
forced constructions of scripture, 
for its support, than one which ad. 
mits both? 

Perhaps P. may urge, that per- 
mission 1s not sufficiently energetic 
for the government of the universe. 
Of this, P. may rest assured, that 
God will take care. And it becomes 
both P. and myself, to bow in sub- 
mission to the declarations of the 
sacred volume, even where they are 
in direct opposition to our own spe- 
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I readily acknowledge, that it is 
the prerogative of God alone, to 
bring good out of evil, to “bring a 
clean thing out of an unclean,” and 
‘to create the soul anew in Christ 
Jesus unto good works;” but I can- 
not feel myself warranted from scrip- 
ture to believe that God is the Au- 
thor of sin. | 

I would conclude in the words of 


‘Bishop Reynolds:—*“God is the au- 


thor of all good, by his grace work- 
ing it; the permitter of all evil, by 
his patience enduring it; the orderer 
and disposer of both, by his mercy 
rewarding the one, by his justice re- 
venging the other, and by his wis- 
dom directing botli to the ends of 
his eternal glory.” H.N. 
7 000 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
ON CHURCH GOVERNMENT. 


Messrs. Epirors, 

Having perused the essays of 
Neophutos and H. which have re- 
cently appeared in your Repository 
in favor of the Presbyterian church 
government and discipline, and be- 
ing not as yet convinced of their cor- 
rectness, we request the privilege 
of laying before the public what we 
believe to be the only form that is 
consistent with the scriptures. In 
doing this it will be our design to a- 
void all needless controversy. We 
shall not therefore undertake to 
give a formal answer to the essays 
that have been written on this sub- 
ject. It will be our object to give 
a fair statement of what we believe 
to be the Scriptural doctrine of 
Church government and discipline; 
and also to consider what we con- 
ceive to be the most weighty ob- 
jections against it. 

All will agree that the scriptures 
either do, or do not, furnish definite 
rules for the government and disci- 
pline of the church. If no definite 
rules are given, it is evident that 
the Great Head of the church, whe 
knows well, what would best serve 
to promote its interests,did not deem 
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it necessary to prescribe such rules. 


Hence it would follow, that any | 


form of government and discipline 
in which the members of a church 
should acquiesce, might consistently 
with the scriptures be established. 
Consequently there might be as ma- 
ny different forms in the world as 
there are separate churches. 

If to avoid this conclusion it 
should be said that the churches are 
bound to follow expediency, or to a- 
dopt that form which would best 
tend to advance the general good of 
their members; still every separate 


church would have a perfect right | 


to judge for itself, what was expedi 
ent; and in this case also every 
church might differ from all others 
in its government and discipline. 
And besides this, each separate 
church woald have a right to change 


its form, whenever a different one | 


should be deemed expedient. 
To avoid such confusion and in- 
stability, we see the need of a per- 


fect standard to which all may re- | 


fer and by which all may be regu- 
lated. 
is contained in the scriptures. 


standard is. 


This we shall attempt to do by | 
sonsidering, first, the discipline as. 
laid down in the scriptures; second- | 
ly, by whom this discipline is to be | 
administered; and lastly, the gov- | 


ernment of the church, orits officers 
and their respective duties. 
1. ‘The mode of dicipline. 


And here to avoid obscurity we | 
would remark that by the discipline | 


of the church, we mean, “the ex- 
ercise of that authority and the ap- 
plication of that system of laws, 
which the Lord Jesus Christ hath 
appointed in his church.”* Church 


*See Pres. Confession of Faith, Utiea Edi- 
tion, Page $91. N. B. All quotations in this 
essay wil} betaken from that work, unless the 
authors be particularly mentioned. 


Such a standard we believe | 
And | 
if we may confide in the testimony | 
of their Confession of Faith, Pres- | 
byterians believeso too. It becomes | 
necessary then to inquire what that | 
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discipline having for its object th 
| honour and purity of the church, ang 
| the edification of believers, is princi. 
|| pally exercised in order to prevent 
or to remove offences. 
The authority, and process of 
church discipline are given by oy; 
Savior, in Mat. 18. 15—17. ‘More. 
|| over if thy brother shall trespass 4. 
| gainst thee, go and tell him his fay} 
| between thee and him alone. By 
| if he will not hear thee, then take 
| with thee one or two more, that jp 
'| the mouth of two or three witnesses 
| every word may be established. And 
| if he shall neglect to hear them, tell 
| it unto the church; but if he neglec{ 
to hear the church, let be unto thee 
as an heathen and a publican.” 
That these directions are given ti 
the christian church, and given to 
as rules of discipline, 1s almost uni. 
versally acknowledged; and espe: 
cially by Presbyterians both in their 
practice and in their “Confession of 
Faith,” though they differ from us 
in explaining their meaning. But 
since H. supposes, (see Repository 
vol. 2, page 8) that our Saviour, in 
giving these directions, had no re- 
ference to the christian church, be: 
cause that was not yet in existence, 
but to a council of Jewish elders, we 
shall endeavor to show that his sup: 
position is incorrect—for in the suc- 
ceeding verse, and with an immedi: 
ate reference to the decision which 
“the church” should give in casei 
of difficulty, it is said, “Verily L say 
unto yeu, whatsoever ye shall bind 
on earth shall be bound in heaven,” 
&c. In verses 21st and 22d, itis said, 


| 
| 
| 
} 
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Lord, how oft shall my brother sit 
against me and I forgive him, until 
seven times? Jesus said unto him, 
not until seven times, but until sev 
enty times seven.”? Here Petet 
| acting in the capacity of a theolo- 
| gical student, and anxious to become 
|| more thoroughly acquainted with 

the principles of church discipline 
} which his master had just laid dow? 


ee 


| 
| 


| 





' «Then came Peter to him and s2\, 3 














On Church Government. 


the jjaces himself in the situation of an 
ind Me offended brother of the church, and 
ci: ME in that situation asks the advice of 
nt, He his master respecting the extent to 
which forgiveness should be exerci- 
of fH sed towards an offending brother, 
our Mon condition of his repentance. Je- 
re- [ sus giving him to understand that 
}a- Me the duty of forgiveness in such a 
wit HH case was unlimited in its extent, 
But Be says, “Therefore is the kingdom of 
ake J heaven likened unto a certain king,” 
inf &c. That is, on account of the for- 
‘ses () siving temper which was to charac- 
\nd I terize its subjects, “the kingdem of 
tell Se heaven,” (which here evidently sig- 
lect HRP nifies the christian church,) is liken- 
hee fed unto a certain compassionate 
king. Indeed the whole chapter ap- 
n ti pears to have a particular reference 
too He to the christian church. We con- 
uni- He clude, therefore, that the supposition 
‘pe: i of H. is incorrect, and that the pas- 
heit i saze under consideration is authori- 
n of fh tatively binding on the church at the 
ih Us HRS present day. 
But But this passage is thought to 
tory RP have a particular application to pri- 
» vate or personal offences. Its au- 
re- MS thority, ete extends to public 
be: as well as to private offences, though 
nce, Meihe particular steps of discipline 
, We may not be necessary in the former, 
Up Pas in the latter case. An example 
suc‘ MS of a public offence is given by Paul, 
edi} 1 Cor. 5th chap. This, if we mis- 
hich FRE take not, is the only case of disci- 
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pline recorded in the New Testa- 
ment. ‘The offence of the incestu- 
ous person was so notorious, that it 
Has “commonly reported,” even at 
Philippi, where the apostle then 
was. In persevering in his wicked- 
ness, the offender manifested a dis- 
position so contrary to the christian 
iaith, that the apostle could have no 
doubt of his ungodly character, and 
f his ill desert. He therefore di- 
rected the Corinthian church, “in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,” 
aving assembled themselves togeth- 
t for the purpose, with the power 
' authority (evidently alluding to 
VOL. IT. 
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the authority given in Mat. 18) of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, to deliver 
the incestuous person unto Satan. 
There can be no doubt that the Co- 
rinthian church, or its members, had 
frequently admonished this bold of- 
fender of his guilt, and had made 
use of proper means to restore him. 
Unless they had done so, the apostle 
would doubtless have reproved them 
for such neglect; whereas he now 
reproves them for not bringing the 
case to a decision. 

We shall mention but one more 
passage concerning discipline, and 
this is equally applicable both to pub- 
lic and to private offences. Gal. 6. 1. 
“Brethren, if any man be overta- 
ken in a fault, ye which are spiritu- 
al, restore such a one in the spirit of 
meekness.”’ ' 

From these passages, we con- 
clude, that the only form of disci- 
pline, authorised by the Saviour and 
his apestles is, first, for some one in- 
dividual member of the church a- 
gainst whom the offence is commit- 
ted, or to whom it is first known, or 
who is the most intimately acquaint- 
ed with the offender, to go to him pri- 
vately, and endeavor by every means 
in his power to reclaim him. If he 
fails in his attempt, in the second 
place he is to take with him one or 
two of-his brethren, that, as witness- 
es, they, if necessary, may testify be- 
fore the church concerning his crime 
and his obstinacy. Ifthe offender 
refuses the counsel of these two or 
three, in the third place, the one 
who commenced the discipline, is to 
“tell it to the church.” But if he 
disregards the admonition and re- 
proof of the church, his connection 
with them is te be dissolved, and 
he is to be regarded as others 
who are without the pale of the 
church. In cases of public offence, 
the discipline to be exercised is pre- 
cisely the same in substance, as in 
private offences ; though the same 
degree of secrecy is not, perhaps, 
necessary. 
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What we have endeavored thus 
far to establish, is not, as we con- 
ceive, inconsistent with the belief 
and practice of our Presbyterian 
brethren. 

II. We are to consider by whom 
church discipline is to be adminis- 
tered. 

In the first step it is to be admin- 
istered by a single individual; not 
one elected to a certain office for 
that purpose, but one against whom 
an offence is committed; or one to 
whom the offence is first known, 
or who is most intimately acquaint- 
ed with the offender, as we have be- 
fore shown. This also is agreeable 
to the practice of Presbyterians.— 

See article on ch. dis. in the Pres. 
on. Faith. } 

Here it is to be remarked that the 
first step of discipline is of precise- 
ly the same nature as each of the 
successive steps ; and the object the 
same. In this step, discipline is to 
be administered by any brother of 
the church who is circumstanced as 
we have just mentioned, with regard 
to an offender. And this he isto do, 


whether he be strong or weak in the | 


faith, whether he be learned or ig 

norant,-bond or tree. Unless he do 
so, he is considered as censurable. 
“Those who bring information of 
private and personal injuries before 
judicatories, without having taken 
these previous steps,shall themselves 
be censured, as guilty of an offence 
against the peace and order of the 
church.” [See Con. Faith, p. 393. ] 
Is not this a complete acknowledge- 
ment that each brother of a church 
is capable of administering its dis 

cipline. And should it not forev- 
er silence the objection which Pres- 
byterians bring against the practice 
of Congregational churches, viz. 
that “the passions of the multitude 
often burst forth and flow like a tor- 
rent, so that the most gross acts of 
injustice are done by a single im- 
pulse of the inconsiderate popu- 
lace?”’ (see Rep. Vol. II. p. 15.] that 
“in many churches the majority of 
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| the members are utterly ignorant o 


the principles of government? tha 


they are not at all qualified for any & 


public business?” &c. 

What a gross imputation is thi 
on those whom Christ has author. 
ised, nay, commanded, to adminis. 
ter discipline to those who offend o 
trespass against them?—on_ thog 
| whom Presbyterians themselves re. 
quireto do se? Such is not the lap. 
guage of Paul. He declares to th 
Roman brethren, “I myself also an 
persuaded of you my brethren, thai 
ye are full of goodness, filled wit, 
ali knowledge, able also to admuon. 
ish one another.”? Rom. 15. 14. By 
if the Roman christians, who ha 
just been converted from gross ido. 
airy, were filled with all knowledy 
and able also to admonish one an: 
other,”’ dare any one say that thi 
is not the case with modern chris 
tians, who from their infancy hav 
been taught the holy scriptures ?~ 
If, however, modern christians ar 
so weak and ignorant, as H. ha 
in his essay, asserted, have we n¢ 
reason to impute their ignorance anil 
inability to the want of instruction 
on this subject? to the neglect ¢ 
their spiritual guides? Has not tl 
doctrine of church discipline beet 
excluded, in a great measure from 
the instructions that come from “tl 
desk?’ If sa; to this source, princ 
pally, may we trace the ignorance 
and inability of modern christians 

But to proceed: We have alreat! 
shown, that according to the prac 
tice both of Presbyterians and Cot 
gregationalists, and according to the 
scriptures, each brother of a churd 
in certain circumstances, to whit 
all are liable, is bound to adminis 
ter discipline in every step but th 
last. And that they are able to¢ 
this, we have also shown from th 
same source. 
dual member of a church is able 








and authorised to do this in the , 


cipient steps of discipline, why 2 


in every step? Perhaps it may} 


Now if each indivig 
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answered, “Because here they are 
to administer the dread authorities 
of Jehovah.” (See Rep. p. 13.) But 
weask,are they not to administer the 
dread authorities of Jehovah, in the 
incipient steps of discipline as well 
asin the final? Does it not require 
as much wisdom and knowledge, 
christian meekness, and candour, 
to commence a course of discipline, 
as to bring it toa termination? We 
believe 1t requires even more; for 
the conduct of an offender is often 
determined by the manner in which 
he is first dealt with. Ifhe isdealt 
with unskilfully at the first, he is in 
great danger of continuing obstinate 
unto the last. But in the last step 
of discipline, they who are to de- 
cide, have the advantage of mutu- 
al counsel, and “amongst a mul- 
titude of counsellors there is safe- 
ty.’ They also have the testimony 
of the “two or three witnesses,” “by 
which every word may be establish- 
ed.” And here it may be remarked 
that witnesses need the same quali- 
fications which H. has represented 
as necessary to them that judge, 
viz. “Skill in the law, and impar- 
tiality.” These qualifications we 
believe are to be found “in the mul- 
titude that compose a church,” “in 
the majority of the members,” whom 
H. declares to be “utterly ignorant 
of the principles of church govern- 
ment.” We see no way to avoid 
this conclusion, consistently with 
the practice of Presbyterians, nor, 
consistently with the scriptures, nor 
with the character of christians. 

But we proceed to consider the 
final step of discipline. Here, the 
command is, “Tell it unto the 
church.” With respect to the def- 
inition of the word “church,” we 
agree with H. that “It is any body 
of christians associated together, for 
the purpose of mantaining commun- 
ion and worship, good order and 
sovernment, under the laws of 
Christ.” But, it is said by our 


as : 
“resbyterian brethren, that the word } 


' 
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“church” in Mat. 18. signifies, not 
the church as a body, but its author- 
ity, vested in the hands of a few 
Ruling Elders. This appears to be 
the interpretation of it, as contained 
in the Conféssion of Faith. «(See 
p- 354.) 

We will suppose such to be the 
meaning of the passage, and then 
consider what would be the conse- 
quences in the application of it— 
Many of the Presbyterian churches 
have but two or three ruling elders; 
and in general, so far as we can 
learn, they have not more than five. 
A majority of these elders must de- 
cide in cases of discipline. Now,in 
a church having but three elders, 
we will suppose that there is a case 
of discipline. First, the offence is 
committed against one of the elders. 
He admonishes the offender; but in 
vain. He then takes with him one 
ortwo more. In this case he would 
most probably choose his brother el- 
ders. ‘They have no better success. 
They are next commanded to “tell 
it unto the church,” that is, unto 
themselves! It may happen, sec- 
ondly, that the offence is committed 
by one of the elders against anether. 
And then if we suppose the number 
of elders to be five or even seven, 
four of them, that is the majority, 
may be engaged in the incipient 
steps of discipline. In this case 
also telling it to the church would 
be to themselves. ‘This interpreta- 
tion, then, is reduced to a manifest 
absurdity. It is also unexampled 
in the scriptures; and is therefore 
inconsistent with propriety, or with 
the common usage of scripture lan- 
guage. Wherever elders are spo- 
ken of in the scriptures, they are 
called elders and not “the church.” 

In the case of the incestuous person, 
1 Cor. 5th chap. the apostle directs 
them, “In the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ,” that, when they were gather- 
ed together, and his spirit, with the 
power, or authority of Christ, they 
should deliver such an one unto Satan. 
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Now, to whom were these directions which we think have made very wrong 
given? ‘To the church session of elders, | impressions on the public mind con- 


as is represented in the Confession of | 
Faith? [See page 354.] We find no | 
mention of ruling elders in the whole 
epistle, and previously to this, we find 
no account in the New Testament of | 
such an order of officers being appoin- 
ted in any church. The epistle itself 
is adddressed “to the church of God at 
Corinth, to them that are sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, and called to be saints.” 
We conclude, then, that the apostle’s 
directions were intended for the church, 
as a body. And we are warranted to 
draw such a conclusion by a passage in 
2 Cor. 2. 6, viz. “Sufficient to such a 
man is this punishment which was in- 
flicted of many.” ‘The word many, 
which in the original is fon pletonon, 
is properly rendered, the majority.— 
That the apostle here refers to the case 
of the incestuous person, as mentioned 
in the first epistle, no one who com- 
pares the two passages, can doubt.— 
Another passage which goes to estab- 
lish this point, is Gal. 6. 1, “Brethren, 
if any man be overtaken in a fault, ye 
who are spiritual restore such an one 
in the spirit of meekness.”” The com- 
mand is to the “brethren who are spi- 
ritual.” But all who are by a protes- 
sion of faith received into the commu- 
nion of the church, are to be consider- 
ed as spiritual. For we regard all 
those as spiritual, whom we can fel- 
lowship as christians. 

Thus, we think, it has been clearly 
established from the scriptures, and 
from argumenis derived from the scrip- 
ijures, that church discipline is to be 


administered by the church as a body, | 


and not by ruling elders. 


We shall in a future essay endeavor 


to point out the government of the 
church, or its officers and their duties. 
EDWILL. 
P.S. Messrs. Editors—The design 
of the preceding essay, is not to excite 
a controversy between Presbyterians 
and Congregationalists; nor to pull 
down any system that we may estab- 
lish of our own. But, since essays have 
-ecently been published in your paper, 








| tional government. 


| cerning Congregational churches, and 


since H. in his essay, remarks, that 
“he does not discover a trace of Con. 
gregational goyernment in scripture,” 


| we considered it our duty, to give a 


fair and candid statement of the argu- 
ments and of the scripture which we 
conceive to be in favor of Congrega- 
We were further 
influenced to enlist our feeble services 
in this undertaking, from being credi- 
bly informed that many readers of the 
Repository were anxious to hear the 
arguments on this side of the subject, 
that they might judge properly con- 
|! cerning what had already been pub- 
| lished on the other side. Indeed, the 
| public cannot judge correctly on any 
| subject, until they consider the argu- 
) ments on both sides. We are not anx- 
| ious concerning the event. If what we 
| have written be incorrect, the sooner it 
| is shown to be so, the better. And we 
are ready, whenever it has been fairly 
| shown that the Presbyterians are on 
| the best ground, to renounce our pre- 
sent opinions and embrace theirs.— 
We now regard them as dear breth- 
ren, and hope that the present contro- 
versy may be carried on with chris- 
tian candor, and at length result in a 
| permanent union of the two denomi- 
| nations, on that system which is most 
consistent with the scriptures. 
E. 
— 206t0— 

For the Utica Christian Repository. 
Pialogue between a Minister and 
one of his Parishioners, 

ON GIVING TO GOD WHEN IN DEBT TO MAN. 


Parishioner. I believe, sir, that 
the doctrines which you hold on the 
| Subject of giving, for charitable pur- 
| poses, a considerable proportion of 
our income, are.true, and that the 
opposition which you sometimes 


meet with, in preaching them, is 
unreasonable and sinful. 

Minister. I am glad, my dear 
friend, to hear you express yourself 
in this manner; and hope that your 
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On giving to God, when in debt to Man. 


‘ith in this respect will be follow- 
od by works; for itis not the hear- 
ors or believers of duties, but the 
Joers of them, who will be justified. 
P. I cannot encourage you with 
i prospect of my bestowing much at 
present, on account of my embar- 
rassments. I am considerably in 
debt, and think that to pay my 
minister tax at home, and to take | 
the Missionary Herald, is all which 
[can now do. [ must appropriate 
the remainder of what I raise, to sup- 
port my family, and to satisfy the 
demands of my creditors. When I | 





4} 


these commands, designed that per- 
sons of your description should not 


| be charitable, he would have intima- 





ted his will in some part of his werd. 
When he required his people, in the 
days of Moses, to give as much as 
would amount to about one third of 
their income, he did not say, that 
those who were indebted to others, 
need not give so great a proportion. 

Your objection lies as much a- 
gainst giving a certain portion of 
your time to religieus purposes, as it 
does against giving property. You 
might say, that you owe so much 


shall become free of debt, I intend |! that you cannot spend an hour every 
tobe more liberal in my appropria- |! day in family devotion; and that you 


ions. I must be just before I am 
enevolent. 

M. Lam glad that you express 
your mind so freely; not, however, 
because I think your excuses suffi- 
cient, but because it affords us an 
opportunity to discuss the subject. 
(have all along known that you ap- 
proved of my sentiments on this 
point; but I was surprised that you 
did not give more liberally for be- 
nevolent purposes. You do not 
hink that every person who is in 
debt is excused from bestowing mo- 
ney in charity. 

P. No; for at that fate some who 
are always in debt, whether in good 
or bad circumstances, would never 


be required to give any thing; and | 





i} and for similar reasons. 





must labor on the sabbath, to obtain 
something to satisfy the demands a- 
gainst you. 

P. 1t would be wrong for me to 
doso. I lose nothing by attending 
family and public worship. It isa 
proverb, “prayers and provender 
hinder no man.” The blessing of 
God upon my lobors is worth more 
to me, than the little time which I 
spend in asking for it. 

M. I do not think that you would 
lose any thing by bestowing more 
property for religious purposes; 
I do not 
say that it is impossible to resolve 
to give too much; but if there were 


| much danger of our doing so, the 


| Holy Ghost would have seen fit to 


the burden would lie pretty heavy || give a caution on that point. Wis- 


upon some of less wealth, who en- 
(eavor to follow the precept, “Owe 
no man an¥ thing.” 


| dom is profitable to direct. 


I be- 


lieve that in keeping this command, 


| as well as all others, there is great 


ae pet oe 
M. In all religious discussions it || reward. 


is suitable that we recur to the “law 
and the testimony.”” The bible, you 
know, requires large appropriations 


jof property for the sake of promo- 


ting religion. Do you recollect any 
passage in the scriptures, which in- 
‘mates, that the commands to give, 
ipply to those only, against whom, 
hone have any demands? 

P. No, I do not. 

M. It is evident then, that you 
ire notexcused. Had he who gave 


—- 


P. What reasons have you, that 
will justify your opinion, that giving 
to religious purposes will not make 
amanany poorer. I should hike to 
hear them. 

M. We have the promise of Ged, 
that he will return to us as muchas 
we give. If some of our wealthy 
neighbors should give you a positive 
| assurance that they would more than 

repay you what you should bestow 


|| for benevolent purposes, you would 
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bestow largely. Is not God worthy 
of confidence? He is not a man that 
he should lie. I think that your be 

ing in debt is one reason in favor of 
giving, not against it. ‘The import 
ofa number of passages in scrip- 
ture is, thatif you shall give liberal- 
ly, more will be returned to your 
purse than you took from it. Paul 
says, 2 Cor. 9. 6, “He which soweth 
sparingly shall reap also sparingly; 
and he which soweth bountifully 
shall reap also bountifully.”” He is 
in that chapter speaking of giving for 
a benevolent purpose. He com- 
pares what is given, to seed which 
is sown upon land, and what is by 
the blessing of God, received in re- 
turn, to the crop. The more there 
is sown, the greater the harvest.— 
Those bibles which have marginal 
references, refer from that verse to 
anumber of other passages, which 
assert the same thing. Now where 
is there one who needs such bles- 
sings, so much as the man who is in 
debt? He has, not only his family 
to provide for, but he needs some- 
thing for his creditors. 

P. Lhave read that sentence, and 
the others to which you refer; but I 
never considered them applicable, 
in that large extent, to our circum- 
stances, which you do. 

M. You now touch upon an er- 
ror which is considerably prevalent. 
[tis that of making the word of 
God of none effect. ‘The scriptures 
speak of themselves as being very 
efficacious. They compare them- 
selves to a two-edged sword. Men 
prevent the sharp instrument from 
piercing them deeply, by turning its 
edge; or in other words, by saying 
that it does not apply to their case. 
[t is highly necessary to ascertain 
whether the promises to thoze who 
give for charitable purposes will ap- 
ply to us; and if we find that they 
will, to believe that God will per- 
form his engagements. If it be true 
that the liberal soul is made fat, | 
and he “that scattereth increaseth,” | 
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giving a suitable proportion will no; 
render us less able to pay our debts 
nor will it leave our children unpro. 
vided for, or ourselves without hay. 
ing “laid up in store a good founda. 
tion against the time” of old age. 

P. i have usually thought tha 
those passages were not to be up. 
derstood literally; and that they 
were rather promises to people iy 
former ages than to us. 

M. In your discourse with m 
on this subject, you do not act cop. 
sistently with what you say, when 
you converse with people who be. 
long to other denominatians. Yq 
then insist that they receive th 
passages which you cite from the 
scriptures, according to their mos 
obvious meaning. You tell you 
neighbor A. who is a methodist, tha 
he must not attempt to explain away 
the texts which prove election ani 
perseverance. You object to the 
mode which Mr. B. an universalist, 
takes to destroy those passage 
which assert the future and eternd 
punishment of the wicked; and yo 
tell Mr. C. whois a baptist, thal 
you can rely upon the promise, “ 
will be a God to thee and to thy see 
after thee,’ when you dedicate 
child in baptism, and that you ar 
thankful for it. You should follo 
the same mode in respect to passi 
ges which relate to more self-deny 
ing duties. He who adopts th 
practice of explaining away a col 
siderable portion of the scriptur 
has but a part of a bible remaining, 

Your determination to be liber 
hereafter, reminds me of the co 
duct of many, who intend to reper 
when they shall have accomplished 
certain object; and of Felix who sal 
“when I have a convenient seasot,! 
will call for thee.” It isa prover 
that, “one to-day,is worth two t 
morrows.””? Present good works a" 
better pledges of future liberalit) 
than a thousand resolutions. Exp 


rience has probably taught you, ho! 
little dependence can be put up® 
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your futureresolutions. If youallow 
yourself now to put off acts of be- 
nevolence until to morrow, there is 
danger, that they will keep as far 
pefore you all your life. I believe 
43 much as you do, that itis a man’s 
duty to pay his debts; but I think, 
ihata certain portion of our gains, 
whether itis more or less, is as much 
the Lord’s, as a certain portion of 
our time, and that it is sinful to take 
rom either of them to give to men. 
He who said, “render unto Cesar, 
he things which are Cesar’s,” said 
aiso, “render unto God, the things 
which are God’s.”” The perfor- 
ance of the latter duty will not 
interfere with the former. They 
are both joined together, and “let not 
man put them asunder.” I should 
read to serve myself, and my 
neighbor, and put God off to a here- 
after. 


HEMERA. 


000 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 


MESSRS. EDITORS, 

As the object of your paper is to 
enlighten the understanding as well as 
omove the heart, I have taken the 
liberty to suggest some objections to 
he term, principle of grace in the 
heart; in hopes that if my objections 
are groundless, they may by some one 
be removed. 

I must frankly acknowledge, that 












appears to me not to be fitly chosen. 


following : 





although this term is used by men who 
are eminently great and good, yet, it 


My reasons for thus thinking are the 


The term naturally conveys an idea 
vhich { suppose to be incorrect. As 
It is used, it seems to imply something 
that takes place previous to the exer- 
ise of love; to imply a new principle 
vhich is the foundation of all holy ex- 
ercises. Now I do not suppose that 
here is any such principle of grace im- 
planted in man. I believe it is the 
same soul which loves after regenera- 
ion, that hated before; that there is 
nothing new, only benevolent feelings; 


that the new heart of which we read, 
means new affections; as in the pas- 
sage, “ My son, give me thine heart,” 
means, give me thine affections; and 
that God never commanded any thing 
new in man only his affections; there- 
fore there is no occasion for the term 
principle of grace, which seems to im- 
ply a foundation for love. 

Another objection is, that the idea 
which appears to be contained in these 
words, and that some have embraced, 
I fear, has been the means of destroy- 
ing many souls. When an impenitent 
person hears about a new principle, he 
says to himself, Iam not active in any 
thing only my exercises; I cannot cre- 
ate in me a new principle; and if it 
is necessary to have one before I can 
have right feelings, I must wait until 
the Eternal is pleased to give it me: 
and for this reason waits and waits un- 
til he drops into the grave; when God 
in reality, required nothing only that 
he should place his affections supreme- 
ly on him, instead of placing them su- 
premely upon the objects he had made. 

A third objection is, that, if the idea 
which is conveyed by the use of this 
term is true, the impenitent are pustly 
excused for not becoming the children 
of God. 

‘As the wicked frequently draw in- 
ferences which, although not correct, 
are injurious to themselves, every ap- 
pearance of that which may be put to 
a bad use, ought if possible to be a- 
voided. When the idea we wish to 
communicate can be clearly conveyed 
by a term that cannot be put to a bad 
use, it is important that it be done.— 
But from the words principle of grace 
in the heart, man not only infers that 
he is excusable, but if the sentiment is 
true, which this term is used to convey, 
he justly makes the inference. 

If there must be a new principle im- 
planted in man before he can have 
right feelings; if his benevolent exer- 
cises flow from this new principle, and 
are totally dependent upon it for their 
existence, then it is naturally impossi- 
ble to have benevolent exercises, or 
love to God, before he possesses that 






F 
Fy 
£ 


haa ee Mn Ret, ik caaeealete ee ems 


14 
a3 
f 
| 
t 





Pr pa 


144 A Question— Dialogues on Atonement. 


principle. But this holy principle 


must be the sole implantation of 


God, and something in which man 
is not active; for it takes place pre- 
vious to any holy feelings, and is 
the foundation of them. Now if man 
can have no love without the fore- 
mentioned principle, and if that is 
what God only can create, and if man 
is not active in it, then he is naturally 
unable to have true repentance until 
God gives the principle, from which 
repentance flows; and what we are na- 
turally unable to do, we are excused for 
not doing; therefore the wicked are 
excusable for not having repentance; 


and if the Eternal should never im- | 


plant the holy principle, they would 


forever be excusable for not repent- 


ing. 

Thu’ the impenitent philosophically 
reason from the idea conveyed by the 
language, of which the wise and good 
frequently make use. And as they 
would rejoice to have it thus, for they 
with incessant wishes desire an excuse 
for their rebellion, they are willing to 
allow that they convey a perfectly cor- 
rect idea; and so fold their arms to 
sleep; and perhaps awake not until 
they awake in eternity. 

These are the objections against the 
term of which I have been speaking; 
and I ask, are they a matter of mere 
freakish speculation? Does not the 
subject rather involve awful effects ? 
effects, which will be felt when ages 
shall have rolled away and time shall 
be nomore? May nota careless man- 
ner of expressing ourselves, upon sub- 


jects thus big with importance, be the 


means of others imbibing errors, which 


will finally conduct them to the eternal | 


abodes of the damned? I leave it to 
the wise and judicious to answer. 
| W. 
Amherst, April 30, 1823. 
—=000=> 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
MESSRS. EDITORS, 

Since the practice of asking ques- 
tions has obtained, to a considerable 
extent, in your paper, 1 beg leave to 
propose the following : 





When professors of religion, afi 1 
others, in relating stories and humo, w 
ous anecdotes for amusement, repey 
the profane expressions which too of 
ten occur in them, is it not, to all jp, 
tents and purposes—profane swe. 
ing, agreeable to the true intent ay; 
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From the Evangelical Recorder, et 


Mr. Eprror, 

It is known perhaps to many ¢ 
your readers, that a manuscript le. 
ture is in circulation, written by a Pr. 
fessor of Divinity at one of our The. 
logical Seminaries, to prove that Chris 
died for theelect only. Witha view 
discuss the arguments contained in tha 
lecture, I have thrown together song 
thoughts in the form of Dialogue. () 
the speakers, Aspasio represents th 
author of that lecture, and Pauliny 
an advocate for a general atonemeni 
Of the language put into the mouth ¢ 
Aspasio, that which is taken from th 
lecture is marked with inverted com. 
mas; of course the author of that lee. 
ture is not responsible for any thin; 
that Aspasio says, which is not s 
marked. - 

DIALOGUES ON ATONEMENT. 


DIALOGUE If. 


Paulinus. 1 understand that yo 
think it improper tosay that Christ ¢: 
ed for all men; Is it so? 

Aspasio. I do think it improper. | 
think he died for the elect only. 

P. Will you be so kind as to stat 
the arguments on which you rely, t 
prove that Christ died for the elect om 
ly? 
; A. IT Will. My first argument § 
this; “The motive which induced tht 
Father to send the Son, and which it 
duced the Son to undertake to die, wa 
special love to the elect. ‘Those theregr® 
fore who were not elected were né 
properly the objects of the death ¢ h 
Christ.” How can you elude the fore(yy 
of this argument? | 

P. I shall say, it takes for granteé 
that which ought to be proved, namel' 
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ne which induced Christ to lay down his 
repeaie life. f avoid your conclusion by de- 


00 off nying your premises. 
ill ing «4. ‘If you say it was not special 
wears love to the elect, which induced Christ 
t anim to lay down his life, “you will contra- 
nenp |e dict the whole word of God, which 
Q, BE represents the death of Christ as the 
Rect of the greatest love ever exhibit- 
ed.” 
P. I grant that the scriptures repre- 
sent the death of Christ as an expres- 


a] “WB sion of the greatest love ever exhibited. 
4 3ut what then? Love for whom? That 


Thee the question. 
Chr, A. Love for the elect undoubtedly. 
"SP. Love for the elect, you say; but 


lew ti ; , : 

ad what saith the scripture? “God so 
1 ph loved the world that he gave his only 
 oppegotten Son that whosoever believeth 














in him should not perish, but have ev- 
erlasting life.” John, 3. 16. I know 
that some who advocate your opinion, 
put inthe word elect before world,in this 
text and make it read “God so loved 
the elect world” &c. and then bring 
it forward to confirm your opinion; 
but I think you will not venture to 
sot af make such an interpolation. 

y. &. 4. But what kind of love could God 
_. gpieel for the non-elect? 

we. P. What kind of love could God 
ieel for the elect, before their regene- 
ration, while they were yet enemies? 
[ know of but two kinds of love which 
God can feel towards his creatures. 
One is, a love of esteem or compla- 
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cency, which he feels for those who 
» statqgmere already holy, and cannot feel for 
sjy, cfeny others; for he cannot look with 
ct ommceomplacency upon those who are to- 
ally unlike himself; he cannot esteem 
ent ifgitiose who are totally destitute of any 
ec thi@moral goodness; he cannot delight in 
ich inftthose who do nothing but sin; he hates 
e, wafrell the workers of iniquity. Before re- 
therefecneration, the elect are the same, in 
re négeheir moral character, as the non-elect. 
ath of! hey are, by nature, children of wrath, 
> foreégeeven as others. 
_A. I grant that God cannot feel this 
rantei[fes'nd of love for the elect, before re- 
ymel\fe*Neration, any more than for the non- 
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that it was special love to the elect || elect. But what is the other kind of 


love, of which you speak? 

P. Itis the love of benvolence or 
good will. ‘This has for its object all 
creatures capable of enjoyment or suf- 
fering; and regards the happiness of 
each one according to its real worth. 
Now the happiness of an individual is 
not, in itself, any more valuable, if 
he is elected, than if he is not elected. 
But God regards things according to 
their real worth. His regard for the 
happiness of the non-elect, therefore, 
is the same as that of the elect.— 
When this kind of love is exercised 
towards the guilty, it is called compas- 
sion. It is this which is expressed in 
the invitations of mercy which are ad- 
dressed to sinners, in the commands 
to choose life, in the warnings, expos- 
tulations, and entreaties with which 
God calls upon the wicked to forsake 
their wickedness and turn to him. It 
is this compassion for sinners which is 
expressed in the oath of God. “As I 
live, saith the Lord God, I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked, 
but that the wicked turn from his 
way and live.” It was this compas- 
sion for sinners, whichled the Saviour 
to weep over Jerusalem, and to say, 
“Q Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that 
killest the prophets, and stonest them 
which are sent unto thee, how often 
would I have gathered thy children 
together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye 
would not!” Finally, it is this com- 
passion for sinners, which is expressed 
by the Father, in giving his Son to 
die, and by the Son in laying down 
his life. And this is the plain import 
of the text before mentioned, “God 
so loved the world that he gave his on- 
ly begotten Son.” 

A. But why should the non-elect be 
considered as the objects of this love? 
Had they not “forfeited all regard from 
the Creator?” 

P. And had not the elect also for- 
feited all regard from their Creator? 
What was there in the elect, before 
regeneration, to entitle them to this re- 
gard from him, any more than the 
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non-elect! I see no force in your ques- || the miserable culprit. Y have neve; 


tioi, unless the reason why some are 
elected rather than others, is, that they 


heard a good judge pronounce sep. 
tence of death upon a criminal with. 


are not so guilty; a notion very accep- }} out seeing him, at the same time, deep. 


table to the hum1n heart, because well 


ly moved and affected even to tears,— 


adapted to flatter its selfishness and || But while he feels strongly for the cul. 


pride. 


A. But if God really felt such love | 


for all men as to give his son to die 
for them, why does he not save them 
all? 

P. Because they reject offered mer- 
cy, and refuse to accept the Saviour 
that is provided; our Lord says, “ye 


will not come to me, that ye might |; 


have life.”’ 


A. But if he loved them enough to | 


prit,andis moved with the tenderest 
compassion for him, his regard for the 
| public good predominates over his. 





and he gives him up to suffer the pun- 
ishment he deserves. 

P. You have given the true reason, 
why God saves a part, rather than the 
whole ofmankind. He feels as strong 
and lively a campassion for the non- 
elect, as for the elect. But while he 


: gard for the happiness ofthe criminal, 
| 


give his Son to die for them, did he || is moved with the tenderest compas. 
not also love them enough to change | sion for them, his regard for the public 


their hearts, and make them willing to 
accent the offered mercy? 
P. If their happiness were the only 





| good predominates over his regard for 


their happiness, and he gives them up 


| to suffer the punishment they deserve. 
thing he regarded, he would doubtless | 


It is evident, therefore, that God 


change their hearts, and make them || feltno special love for the elect, no 


allhappy. Can you tell me why God 
chooses to save a part rather than the 
whole of mankind? 

A. {suppose he loved a part, more 
than he did the rest, and so gave his 
Son to die for them and not for the 
rest. 

P. But why should he love the e- 


lect before regeneration, more than the | 


non-elect? No reason appears. They 
are no better by nature, nor is their 
happiness in itself any more valuable. 
That he does love them any more is 
a mere assumption of your own, and 
has no countenance from the word of 
God. 

A. What reason then can you give, 
why he saves a part rather than the 
whole of mankind? 


P. If their happiness was the only 


| love of a different kind, or of a different 
| degree, from that which he felt for the 
| non-elect. He loved one as much as 
| he did the other; and in the exercise 
_ of that love for all, he gave his Son to 
|| die for all. 

DIALOGUE I. 

P. What is your second argument, 
to prove that Christ died for the elect 
| only? 
| A. My second argument is. this: 
| Christ in undertaking the office of 
' mediator, had a certain number given 
| to him of the Father, whose salvation 
| he undertook to accomplish, by dying 
| for them, and preparing them for 
| heaven.” Now, “If only a part of 
| the human family were given to Christ, 


| in the eternal counsels of peace, how 


} 


can it be supposed that he should, 


thing to be regarded, he would save | for no important purpose, die for oth- 
them all. Why does not the humane | ers?” 
and compassionate judge acquit the || P. If I rightly understand your ar- 
murderer, and set him at liberty, in- || gument, it is this: The great object of 
stead of pronouncing upon him the | Christ in laying down his life, was the 
sentence ofthe law? Is it because he | salvation of those for whom he died: 
has no compassion for him? | But as he did not intend to save any 
A. No; that cannot be the reason. | but the elect, he could not have died 
He cannot be humane and compas- | for any others. Do I understand 
sionate, if he does not feel strongly for |i you. 
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A. You do. “Christ has died onthe 
cross. The question is for whom did 
he die? Certainly if we can ascertain 
his own design in this awful transac- 
tion, we have an answer to the question. 


But the death of Christ is a means of 


salvation. Properly then he may be 
said to have died for all whom he de- 
signed to bring to salvation, and for 
none else.” 

P. I grant freely, that only a part 
of mankind were given to the Son in 
ihe covenant of Redemption, and that 
ihe salvation of these was one impor- 
tant object he had in view, in laying 
down his life. But I see not how it 
follows, that this was his only object, 
or even his principal object. 

A. But if you hold that “he died for 
those whom he had no intention to 
save, it is incumbent on” you “to 
point out for what end. No wise a- 
gent performs an important work 
without having an important end in 
view.” ‘Tell me, then, if you can, 
“What was the end of Christ in dying 
for those whom he had _ no intention 
of saving?” 

P. The great end of God, in all 
that he has done, is to promote his 
own glory. For this he has created 
angels and men, and for this he has 
formed, and will carry into effect the 
whole plan of his administration.— 
This is an end worthy of himself. To 
make any thing less than this his ulti- 
mate end, would be infinitely unworthy 
him. Do you admitthis? 

A. Certainly. I believe that “For 
his own glory he hath foreordained 
whatsoever comes to pass.” 


P. The great end of God then, be- 


| through a Redeemer? It was to pro- 
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| fall into sin, and be forever miserable? 
It was to promote his own glory. Did 
' he determine to make man? It was 
|to promote his own glory. Did he 
determine that man should iall into sin, 
and come under the condemnation of 
his law? It was to promote his own 
glory. Did he determine to save a 
| part of mankind from sin and misery, 


' mote his own glory. Did he deter- 


| mine that a part of mankind should be 
| left to perish in their sins? It was to 


promote his own glory. : 

A. But because God makes his 
own glory his chief end, does it foliow 
that he has no regard to the good 
of creatures? 

P. By no means. He regards the 
happiness of every creature, according 
to its real worth. But the happiness 
of all creatures, taken together, is not 
worth so much as the glory of God. 
For, what comparison can there be, 
between finite and infinite? To repre- 
sent God as disregarding the happiness 
of any of his creatures, would be to 
represent him as a cruel, unfeeling, 
and odious tyrant. But to represent 
him as regarding the good of crea- 
tures more than his own glory, would 
be to represent him as valuing a less 
good more than a greater good, which 
would be inconsistent with infinite 
goodness. While, therefore, he makes 
his own glory his primary cbject, he 
makes the good of creatures a secon- 
dary object. If you ask, then, what 
was the motive which induced the Fa- 
ther to give his Son to die for the elect? 
I answer. regard for his own glory. was 
his chicf inducement, and regard for 


ing his own glory, whetever he has || their happiness was a seconcary in- 


done is to be considered as intended 
to promote this. Whatever comes to 
pass. was foreordained by infinite wis- 
domand goodness, in order to promote 
this greatend. Did God determine 
tocreate angels? It was to promote 
his own glory. Did he determine 
that some of them should persevere in 
holiness, and be forever happy? It 
Was to promote hisown glory. Didhe 
determine that some of them should 


| 
| 


ducement. Each of these hed infiu- 


i ence with him in proportion to its in- 
' 


trinsic importance. 

A. Very well. But what was the 
motive which induced the Father to 
give his Son to die for the nor-elect? 

P. The same answer may be given. 
Regard for his own glory was bis chief 
inducement, enc regard tor their hap- 
piness was a secondery inducement. 


A. How is the glory of God promo- 


: 
: 
. 
i 


ai 820% 06502 


Heal Sah GE ALN AAT te 


a BPS 








oe amelie aan 


io 
nc napinte cape ates 


148 United Foreign Missionary Society. 


ted by his giving his Son to die for the 
non-elect? 

P. His mercy is glorified in the of- 
fer of forgiveness, which is made to 
them for Christ’s sake; his truth and 
sincerity are glorified, in his inviting 
them to turn and live; his patience 
and long suffering are glorified, in his 
bearing so long with all their ingrati- 
tude and contempt of offered mercy; 
and finally, his justice is glorified, in 
their aggravated condemnation for ha- 
ving rejected the Saviour that was pro- 
vided for them. 

A. But why could not his mercy be 
glorified in the offer of forgiveness to 
them, if Christ had not died for them? 

P. Could mercy have been glorified 
in the pardon of sinners, if no atone- 
ment had been made? 

A. By no means. “Without the 
shedding of blood, is no remission.” — 
If sinners had been forgiven without an 
atonement, it would not have been a 
manifestation of the glorious attribute 
of mercy, but of a weak and inglorious 
partiality for the wicked. 

P. If, then, where no atonement is 
made, no forgiveness can be granted, 
it follows, that where no atonement is 
made, no forgiveness can be offered; at 
least, there is no manifestation of mer- 
cy in such an offer. For, if the offer 
should be accepted, the forgiveness 
could not be granted. What will the 
non-elect think, in the great day, if 
they find, that forgiveness was offered 
them, on the part of God, with the 
greatest appearance of compassion for 
them, and at the same time discover, 
that if they had accepted the offer, for- 
giveness would have been refused? 
Will their mouths be stopped? Will 
they not rather be opened wide? Will 
they not consider it, and justly too, as 
far from being a manifestation of mer- 
cy; that it was altogether insincere, 
and no better than mocking their mis- 
ery? 

A. But you suppose a case that ne- 
ver can happen. “If you suppose a 
non-elect man may believe, you should 
suppose, at the same time, that both the 
decree of election and of redemption, 
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correspond with this event; and they 

all difficulty will be removed.” — ‘ 
P. The non-elect are either able o 

unable to accept the offer. If they are 

























able, then the case can happen; andi b 
the appearance of mercy, expressed in| al 
the offer, should be judged of accord. fe 
ingly. If they are unable, then the it 
difficulty is greatly increased; for they $ 
are not only tantalized with the offer w 
of forgiveness which cannot be grant tl 
ed, but they are mocked with propo fi { 
sals which they cannot comply with, 
Itislike calling upon a drowning mantfm C 
take hold of a rope, and save himseliii n 
when there is not only no rope withing ¢ 
his reach, but he has no hands to take m 
hold of one if there were. e) 
But if Christ has died for all meni tl 
they can all be forgiven, if they will refi b 
pent and believe. And so the offer of k 
forgiveness can be consistently mati 
to them, on the part of God, and be di t! 
real expression of his mercy. Anim 
since they are all moral agents, and afm t! 
ble to accept the offer, their salvatiogi |) 
is, by this means, put entirely at thegm | 
own option. Should an earthly gov ¢ 
ernment offer pardon to a criminal, upfm D 
on the easy condition of his own vom h 
untary acceptance, and should it apm » 
pear that every obstacle was removeiym 
so that he might be pardoned if lm 
would, there would be no doubt of tim 
merciful disposition of that govengy 1 
ment. Even the criminal himself woulf} W 
say, with his dying breath, “The gogm |: 
ernment was merciful, but I would 1 tl 
receive pardon at their hands.” iH 
To he continued. 0 
0b th 
From the (New-York) Commercial Advertis@i U 
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The Annual Meeting of the Unite © 
Foreign Missionary Society was heg ® 
last evening in the great room of 1) d 
City Hotel. The chair was taken P 
half past seven o’clock by the Hog ¥ 
Stephen Van Rensselaer, the preside d 


of the Society, and the proceedings © 


the meeting opened with prayer byt 
Rev. Dr. Milledoler—The Anni * 
Report was read by the Secretaly © 
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Zechariah Lewis, Esq. The general 
complexion of this document was 
highly gratifying to the friends of the 
missionary cause; but from the num- 
ber and extent ofits details we areen- 
abled only to present a very imper- 
fect summary of its contents. Indeed 
its unavoidable length induced the 
Secretary to omit some of the heads on 
which it contained less interesting, 
though necessary and appropriate in- 
formation. 

The UNION MISSION among the 
Osages of the Arkansaw, was the first 
noticedin order. ‘The report embra- 
ced the history of the mission for fifteen 
months previous to March of the pres- 
ent year. It noticed with satisfaction 
the termination of the unhappy war 
between the Osages and the Chero- 
kees—this was effected under the me- 
diation of the general government; and 
tho’ esteemed by the Osages as effect- 
ed by a treaty somewhat injurious to 
their interests, was nevertheless, strict- 
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the society. Two of the teachers, 
Mr. Requa and Miss Cleaver, have 
been compelled by bad health, to 
leave the mission; the former with, the 
latter without the hope of returning 
to it. The school at this station 
promises well; a son of the second 
chief in the nation attends it. 

The GREAT OSAGE MISSION 
was again visited by sickness during 
the last summer, but without the loss 
of any of its members. Mills have 
been erected, five fields cultivated, a 

', school-house built, and the stock of 
| cattle increased to 100 head. The 
| confidence .of the Indians has been 
| obtained, and by their express invita- 
\| tion, the farmers of the mission went 
| to the Osage village and ploughed a 
| field there; White-hair, the leading 
| chief, being the first to patronize 
| the introduction of agricultural im- 
provement. ‘The school was in a 
flourishing condition, and all things 
wore a promising and favourable as- 







ly regarded according to the treaty. || pect, when the revocation by Congress 
Twenty-nine Osage prisoners were in || ofthe system of Indian agencies, sud- 
consequence restored to the nation. || denly changed the whole face of af- 
During the year past several buildings || fairs. ‘The Indians were once more 
have been erected—24 acres of land || exposed to the unrestrained influence 
brought under cultivation—-twenty-five || of mercenary and unprincipled traders, 
tons of hay cut, and one thousand || who immediately prevailed upon them 
bushels of corn gathered, besides which to remove more than sixty miles from 


the important experiment has been 
made of cultivating an acre of cotton, 
which produced iu the field fifty dol- 
lars. ‘This is considered as a pledge 
that by the extension of this branch of 


= industry, in connexion with the previ- 
ous husbandry, the entire expenses of 


the mission may be defrayed, and fu- 
ture drafts on the treasury superseded: 
it is important in another view, both 
as supplying the materials of clothing 
to the Indians received at the station, 
and as presenting a most attractive in- 
ducement to the tribes to engage in the 
practice of agriculture. The total 
value of the missionary property of all 
descriptions, at this station, as repor- 
ted to the Department of War, a- 
mounts to 24,000 dollars, an increase 
since last report which more than 
equels the original sum laid out by 





| the missionary station, in consequence 
of which, most of the children were 
| withdrawn from the school, some of 
| them uttering pathetic remonstrances, 
|| and intreating that at least their books 
might be purchased for them. By 
this change, however, the Great and 
| little Osages are brought nearer to 
‘each other, and the too frequent in- 
tercourse of the remaining children 
with their heathen parents has been 
obviated. A church was organized 

at this station in March last; elders or- 
| dained, and the communion adminis- 
| tered. 

TUSCARORA MISSION.—The 
affairs of this mission do not wear so 
' cheering an aspect as could be wished. 

Much groundless prejudice has been 
excited against the missionary, but re- 
moved by investigation. There isa 














' former female missionaries have with- 
drawn and their places been supplied 
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SENECA MISSION.—The two || ty persons, not a death has occurred 


during the year. 
After reading the report, Mr. Ley. 
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te church here consisting of 22 mem- || tions, embracing a population (incly. Miu'y 
A bers. ding laborers) of one hundred and fig. Hind 


100. 





he b 








by others. The children have been || is turned to the President of the Sogj. Mat 

embodied in the Mission f: umily, and || ety, and in the name of the chief way. Hjess¢" 

17 are making good progress in their || rior of the Osage tribe, presented ty 0 ™ 

re schooling. A church was organized | him the war club, gaiols that chief HRP!” 

- here in April. The morals of the || had formerly used—it was accompa- hou 
i tribe have been improved by the intro- |} nied with an inscription to the follow. 

‘ duction of regular christian marriage; || ing effect :-—“To the hon. Stephen Van JRO! 
2 instead of the loose and transient spe- Rensselaer, the great chief of the Uni. 

cies of connexion which formerly bore || ted Foreign Missionary Society; Mad a 

the name among them. Buffalo, chief of the Osage warriors, j'"" 

ip CATTARAUGUS MISSION.—A || sends you this club, and tells you that Got 


Mr. ‘Thayer has been employed as a || he has been a great and good w arrior, 


teacher for this station and well recei- 
ved by the Christian party, who prom- 


but now he loves war no more.” 
A certificate also accompanied jt 





ised to erect missionary buildings—but from the superintendent of the mission, ly h 
the pagan party opposing this plan || declaring the rank and high military 
with violence, and threatening to cut || character of the donor. 

down the building as soon as erected, || After this simple, but pathetic triumph 
the plan was abandoned for a time.— || of the peaceful genius of Christianity, 
This opposition has, however, some- J. C. Hornblower, Esq. rose, and af 
what subsided, and a mission school || ter apologizing for bodily infirmity, 


was opened in January, which con- || which in some measure unfitted him to 





clos 
the 














tains 17 scholars. address the society, adverted to the f° 
Two promising Indian youths have || heart-affecting & heart-cheering scene R*' 
at the request of their relatives been || he had just witnessed, in which the B"" 
placed by the Society in the Mission || gospel promise seemed already fulfill- “5 
‘ School at Cornwall. ed, that men should beat their swords RY" 
a The Parent Society. has regularly || into ploughshares, and learn war no so 
if recognised 145 Au: viliary Societies more. If we were even destitute of all B'S 
i, and has heard of the formation of 19 || pretensions to Christianity, common § 
r more. (From seventy of these, how- || humanity was sufficient to swell the JB" 
if ever, no funds have as yet been trans- || heart at ‘contemplating the effects pro- th 
mitted. ) duced already by the efforts of this so- 0 
| A Female Clothing Society has || ciety—but it was impossible to view * 
" been formed in this city, part of whose || them, as unconnected with the general bi 
A funds are placed immediately in the || system of christian exertions around fg" 
e Treasury of the parent institution.— || us. It was impossible to remember, it 
i Two Agents have travelled for the || that on to-morrow morning, and in 
Society, collected funds and been well || this very room, the anniversary of the " 
. received. American Bible Society was to be §” 
| The receipts during the past year || held, and not to consider that these §" 
have been $12,409, while the expert- || two noble institutions went hand in §' 
i ditures have exceeded 15,372 dollars, || hand—while the one scattered the gol- 
a besides which a balance is due to the || den pages of inspiration, the other sent 
i. Treasurer of 2962 dollars—making | forth the heralds of the cross, to ex- g 
ie the whole deficiency not less than Five | | plain them to the benighted heathen. § 
+ i thousand eight hundred and forty || If the one was of more recent date, § 
% dollars. and had attracted less of public notice J" 
te It is remarkable that in all the sta- | and public patronage, it was still our " 
: 
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ry 













ity, if we loved the bible, to esteem 
ad support the cause of an associa- 
‘on, Which sent abroad the messen- 
ers of salvation, who were to bear 
ye bible in their hands. The least star 
hat glitters in the galaxy of heaven, is 
ssential to that complete splendor we 


Ncly. 
di fif. 
Irred 


Lew. 
Soci- 









4 eo o much admire; if one were gone that 
chier pplendor would be impaired. So if we 
Npa- should suffer those various sister insti- || 
low. gtutions to fail, by which the Bible So- | 
Van Mecety is surrounded, that Society, tho’ 
Uni. pn itself still and ever a blessed one, 
Mad vould be of far less utility. This So- 
iors, eicty has the Bible of God, and the 
thar @gcod of the Bible, for its great and ul- 
rior, pimate objects—and its history was, to 
servant angels, a subject of far high- 
vd. jt ger interest, than all the empires of mere- 


ly human ambition, that ever rose, or 
crumbled into dust. The gentleman 
losed his address, by congratulating 


$10, 
tary 


mph he society, on the presence of so large 
nity, Je" assembly of female auditors. The 
| af. @gbible had elevated them in the scale of 
ity, society, and was the great charter and 
nto Mpveguard of their rights—might we 
the menot hope to realize the proofs of their | 
ene Medor in its cause, by seeing them sa- 
the | llicing the ornaments which decora- 
fill. weed their persons to that Bible and to 
yrds @evOd? ~He then submitted the usual re- 
no (lution, for the acceptance and print- 
fall Meg of the report. 
non Rev. Mr. Bruen in seconding this 
the @@otion thought that the very name of 
roe Mee document, was of itself sufficient | 
so- JB ° Support the motion. It wasa Mis- 
‘ew Wpvionary Re ‘port—and what was the 
ral Mle itself but a missionary report— 
ind jg" history of the greatest mission ev- 
er, gt undertaken! What was the Reve- 
in @@tion of John in Patmos, but a mis- 
the BSonary report of what Jesus Christ 
be as about to do in evangelizing the 
ose ations of the world? ‘This nation 
in @ as attracting the eyes of Europe—its 
ol- vil institutions were about to be cop- 
nt (din either hemisphere. And should 
x fe Not the Church lift itself up to view? 
n, Should it not declare what we are do- 
re, inz for those wretched tribes, the abo- | 
ce rigines of the soil? European curios- 
ur 
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envy, some with benevolence; both 
wondere.! 2t the progress of our settle- 
ments, and tiie unprecedented growth 
of our population, and inquired what 
recompense the natives had received 
whom we were driving westward be- 
fore us? A sad recompense. Not 
that we would reflect upon our fathers, 
as though no efforts had been made 
| until our own day, in behalf of these 
wanderers of the forest. Our fathers 
made noble efforts. Nay, who were 
the authors of this very spirit, and 
these very measures which mark our 
day? It was the Brainerds and the 
E:lliots—yes sir, it was among us that 
this sacred fire was first kindled, which 
now illumines, and is soon to warm 
the whole earth. I rejoice sir, that we 

are their descendants. The day in 
which we labor is auspicious. What 
has not God already wrought in level- 
ling mountains to plains before us?>— 
How different are the Osages and 
Cherokees of our days from the Pe- 
quots and the Naragansets, who mur- 
dered our fathers? Who would have 
believed that in so shorta_ period after 
they were first visited, these savage 
tribes would have appropriated their 
revenues to the support of schools? 
They have not énly suffered our efforts 
to proceed, but they have actually 
brought their money and laid it down 
at our feet. It would be a crime to 
neglect such opportunities of good. 
Let the excitement which has_ be- 
begun be indulged,—there will be no 
want of means if we do but feel our du- 
ty and determine to performit. Dare 
we stand still at such an hour? No, 
Sir, let us tax ourselves in this cause; 
we live, it is true, under the Christian 
dispensation—God has not levied 
upon us, as he did upon our fathers, 
for the amount to be given to his ser- 
vice; he has left this contribution to be 
a voluntary offering at our hands— 
but shall we for this reason withhold 
it? Sir, if we do, in the court of an- 
| 8° ls, in the view of the all-righteous 
| Judge, that man will be counted to 
‘have robbed Ged who does not conse- 


‘ty was awake: some viewed us with | crate the tenth at least to his cause.— 
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Difficulties are vanishing before us— 
let us hope that the report we have 
heard to-night, will induce all who 
read it to give nobly to God. What 
Sir, do our sympathies run only in 
the channel of the white man’s blood? 
Let us remember that these wandering 
tribes are the avant couriers of our own 
settlements; they will soon be on the 
shores of the Pacific, and occupy those 
tracts which must soon after be cover- 
ed by our own population: would we 
have them remain without the princi- 
ples of the gospel? Sir, our missionary 
stations are monuments to the praise 
of this nation, more enduring than the 
pyramids of Egypt. The pyramids 
were erected to cover dead men’s 
bones—but these mark the spots con- 
secrated by the last footsteps of those 
who left the earth and ascended toa 
heavenly glory. 

But while we send missionaries a- 
broad, let us inquire what are we do- 
ing athome? God has sent a mission 
to us—how are we improving the pri- 
vilege? Sir, let us have sympathy for 
the heathen, but let us also have sym- 
pathy for ourselves: is it not to be fear- 
ed that of those who aid the cause of 
missions, and welcome the feet of mis- 
sionaries, among us some may be but 
like those of old, who destitute of A- 
braham’s faith received angels, and fed 
them, and then sent them away to 
deliver others from the city of destruc- 
tion? 

A resolution of thanks to auxiliary 
societies and other contributors to the 
Society’s funds was then offered by 
Mr. Harris, who appeared, he said, as 
a representative of the Seneca mis- 
sion, having received it in charge from 
the chiefs of the Seneca nation, to 
make known the interest which they 
felt in “the good society at New- 
York.” ‘When you arrive,’ said these 
chiefs in council, ‘tell the good society 
that we thank them for remembering 
us, and that we pray the Great Spirit 
to bless them.’ At the, feet of this 





the Society as baptized children of th, 
church at Seneca, who came az tly 
representation of seventeen more it 
the mission school, to ask our prayer 


evangelizing the Indian tribes, adver. 
ed with becoming warmth and earneg. 
ness to the many injuries they haj 
endured. Before the white men camp 
among them they were comparatively 
happy—the lake, the river and the 
forest, presented them with a rich r. 
past, and they drank of the pure una. 
dulterated fountain stream; there was 
no poison mingled with it. The grea 
ambition of the Indian, then was, that 
he might possess a spot where he might 
mingle his own dust with the dust o/ 
his fathers: but with remorseless crv 
elty, even this had been denied him— 
their dwellings in flames, their wives 
and children abandoned to an infuria- 
ted soldiery, they were heard to utter 
as their last comfort this melancholy 
reflection: the white men will soon 
cease to persecute us, we shall soon 
be beyond the feeling of their injuries. 
Sir, said the missionary, let us wipe of 
the stain. But how can we? By sen¢:- 
ing to those who still remain the bles- 
sings of civilization and christianity. 
Is it objected that these were deeds oi 
our fathers and we are not responsible: 
| Let it be rememdered that God’s pro- 
vidence dealt with men in their nation- 
al capacity, and that he had expressly 
threatened to visit the iniquities of the 
fathers upon their children, to the 
| third and fourth generation. Did not 
' Christ himself declare, that on_ that 
generation should come all the right- 
eous blood shed by their fathers, from 
the blood of righteous Abel to. the 
blood of Zacharias, whom they slew 
between the porch and the altar? Ii 
we refuse to send his gospel to these 
tribes, may he not bring their blood in 
like manner upon usr If we refuse, 
| what better are we doing than garnish 
‘ing our fathers’ sepulchres? with this 


for their nation. 
The missionary in urging the duty oj 
| 
| 





gentleman sat two little Indian girls, || difference, they murdered the bodies, 


about ten years of age, neatly but 
plainly dressed, whom he presented to 





we the souls of the heathen. 


The Rev. R. B. E. McLeod secon- 
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4ed this motion in a speech which we 
reoret that our limits will not permit | 
us to notice with particularity. 
dwelt upon the necessity of preachers, 
as well as bibles—the degraded mor- 
als, as well as the darkness of the hea- 
then—the insufficiency of natural 
light to quiet conscience and guide to 
heaven—and the practicability of 
their being both civilized and christian- 
ized. He attributed the deficiency in 
the funds to want of fuller informa- 
tion, as to the Society’s designs and 
oper rations, and suggested the publica- 
tion of periodical circulars, similar to | 
the monthly extracts printed by the | 
Bible Society. | 
Rev. Mr. Smith, of Ball ‘Town, of- 
fered a resolution declaring the neces- | 
sity of vigorous and increased exer- | 
tion. When he had seen that war | 
club laid upon the President’s table, | 
he had felt emotions such as could not 
be expressed, and had formed the de- 
termination of embracing an opportu- 
nity he had long wished for, of rais- 
ing his voice to plead for the heathen; | 
but when he had afterwards seen those | 
two little girls bowing their heads in 
assent to the declaration of their teach- 
er, and then laying them on each oth- | 
ers neck, he felt that all eloquence 
was superseded; he felt that objects 
which address the eye have a power | 
such as no art can reach, no melody | 
equal, no pencil emulate, no language 
express. A tide of feeling was al- 
ready flowing through this assembly 
which induced him to relinquish all | 
purpose of further pleading. He re- 
membered that one hundred and eighty | 
thousand of those poor natives were al- | 
ready pleading in silent eloquence,from | 
the shores of the Pacific, whither we 
had driven them, and where the cold | 
Waves forbade their farther retreat, 
pleading with this audience, with eve- 
'V individual in it, not to leave those 
‘eats till they had devised some plan | 
0 relieve the finances of the Society. 
The motion was seconded by Rev. 
‘ir. Cox, who in a short but pertinent | 
‘peech, placed the obligation to mis- | 
onary exertion, where it ought to | 
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|| rest, on the express command of God. 


He said that, every man of decision, 
was bound to take one side or the oth- 
er of a plain and important proposi- 
tion; and if we had evidence, that 
such a command had been issued, all 
disputing was at an end; it was not 
merely expedient, it was not merely 
a privilege, but a solemn incumbent 
duty, not to be evaded. “Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature, and lo I am with 
you always, even to the end of the 
world.” The words were uttered by 
a Jewish peasant; but by one who 
| happened to possess omnipresence, 
| immutability, and Almighty power, 
| and they imposed an obligation, which 
bound all who profess to acknow ledge 
him. Mr. C. here related an anecdote 
| in illustration of the principle he had 
| advanced; he described a conversa- 
| tion he had once had with an illustri- 
| ous statesman of this country, of pro- 
found knowledge, long experience, and 
wide range of intellect, upon the sub- 
ject of attempting to evangelize the 
Indians; he quoted history, detailed a 
multitude of facts, and brought for- 
ward an array of argument to shew 
| that it was a vain attempt; but on be- 
ing asked the simple question whether 
God’s command was to be obeyed or 
not! was unable to resist the force of 
| the appeal, and was silenced by the 
| text just quoted. In view of this com- 
| mand he closed by exhorting the So- 
ciety to persevering and increased ex- 
ertion. 

The exercises of the evening were 
then closed, and tables provided to 
receive the names of new subscribers. 

000 
SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
RICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The Seventh Anniversary Meeting 
of the American Bible Society, was 
held this day at the City Hotel in this 
city. In the absence of the President, 
the honorable and venerable JOHN 
JAY, the chair was taken by Gen. 

First Vice 


AME- 


MatrHew CLarKSON, 
President of the Society. 
The meeting having been opened 
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by the reading of a chapter from the | them, and have discharged their dy. 


sacred writings, the Rev. Dr. MILNor | | 
| dence. 


rose and read an address from the 
President. As we hope to procure a 
copy of this address for publication, 


we shall not attempt to give an abstract | 


of it. The venerable writer took a 
brief but comprehensive view of the 
present state of the christian and hea- 
then world, and dwelt particularly up- 


on the effects of Bible Societies, among | 


the other institutions of the present age, 
for the moral, civil, and religious im- 
provement of mankind at lerge. The 
remarks concerning the Jews, and the 
probability of their conversion, as 
we ‘ll as the pleasing effects to be anti- 
cipated from the religious toleration 
of the present era, struck us as being 
peculiarly ingenious, forcible and hap- 
py. Indeed, notwithstanding — the 
great age of the writer, the. composi- 
tion appeared to be marked with all 
that energy, gracefulness, and purity 
of style, which distinguished his com- 
positions in the prime of his life, when 


the human intellect is supposed to have || 


ripened to maturity. 


This address havine been conclu-| 


ded, Wintiam W. Woo.usey, Esq. 
read the Annual Report of the com- 


mittee appointed to examine the ac- | 


counts of the Treasurer. From the 


difficulty of hearing Mir. W. and the, 


still more difficult task of taking down 
numbers accurately, we cannot give 
an abstract of this Report. We gath- 


ered from the Report, however, that} 2 
the receipts of the last vear for ordina- | 
1.700 dol- | 


ry purposes, were about 3 
lars, andabout 8,300 dollars for the 
Depository—(the new building, we 
presume. ) 

The annual Report of the Society 
was then read by the Rev. Dr. S. S. 
WoopuutL, of Brooklyn. From this 


report it appears that the success | 
which has attended the labors of the | 


Society during the seventh year of its | 
operations, has been such as to demand 
additional thanksgiving, gratitude and | 
praise to the Almighty. It appears 
that the Board of Managers have duly 
felt the responsibility that rests upon 


ties with great diligence, zeal and pro. 


In regard to the new and splendiq 
|, and extensive edifice erected during 
the past year for a depository, which 
was much wanted, it was stated thar 
the plan of a sinking fund had been 

adopted, and such arrangements had 
| been made as afiords them the congo. 
lation to state, that not a single dollar 
of the Society’s funds will be diverted 
from the or iginal purpose for which the 
donations or subscriptions have been 
made. The building affords much 
greater convenience for facilitating 
the operations of the Society, than was 
enjoyed before, as there are now am- 
ple accommodations for the offices oj 
the officers, the ordinary meetings, and 
for the whole of the printing and book- 
binding departments. 

There have been printed in Nevw- 
York. and at the Branch at Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky, or otherwise obtained 
| for circulation, during the 7th year of 
|| the Society’s operations,55 5,600 Bibles 
| and Testaments; and during the sey- 
| 
| 


en years, the number of 323 77 Bi 
| bles and Testaments, and parts of the 
| latter. Five hundred Spanish Testa 
ments, have also been received as 2 
donation from the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. ‘There have been is 
| sued from the Depomnony, duying this 
year, 28,448 Bibles, and 26,357 Tes 
taments; and in the seven yeal’, 
248,623 Bibles and Testaments, and 
parts of the latter. During the 7th 
| year also, 12,923 Bibles and Testa- 
| ments, (of the ais of 7592 dollars 
24-100) have been issued gratuitousl 
to various parts of the United States, 
| and of North and South America. 
During this year, the cry of the ig 
‘norant and destitute for that Bible 
which is more precious than _rubies, 
and more valuable than thousands © 
| gold and silver, has been more pres 
sing, and the calls more numerous 
| than in any former year, and the 
ir Managers have exerted every means 
|| in their power to answer them. 

| The want of Spanish Bibles for th 
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Seventh Anniversary of the American Bible Society. 


supply of the southern continent, is 
sreat, and will increase. It has been 
ascertained that the Bible can now be 
sent and circulated with safety in most 
places in South America. Even ma- 
ny of the priests are destitute of the 
word which it is their duty to preach, 
and many people, including large 
numbers of females, are exceedingly 
anxious to procure the Bible. In con- 
sequence of these calls, the Society 
has contracted for a set of stereotype 
plates of a Spanish Bible of the ver- 
sion of Father ———. 

Inrelation to the donations which have 
been made by the society in our own 
country, far the greater number have 
been made to the auxiliary societies, 
whose means have been inadequate to 
their wants. The report here embra- 
ces a statement of the destitute popu- 
lation even in our own state. In one 
county, after a distribution of many 
hundred copies had been made, it was 
ascertained that 800 families were 
destitute, and in another 1300. Even 
in some of the villages, from 30 to 50 
families have been found destitute of 
the Bible. And in the Southern and 
Western States, the deficiency is still 
greater. In one state, the destitute 
families are set down at 10,000; in 
another 8500; and in another 10,000 
out of 40,000 inhabitants! ‘These 
facts appear from letters addressed to 
the Managers from auxiliary societies. 

The receipts of the seventh year, 
have been greater than during any 
former one. Fifty nine new Societies 
have been recognized during this peri- 
od, as ‘auxiliary, making the whole 
number recognized during the seven 
years, 360. For this large increase, 
under the blessing of Providence, the 
society has been much indebted to the 
exertions of the Rev. Richard D : 
who has been employed as an agent 
lor the purpose. Other agents have 
also been employed, one in South 
Carolina, and one in Mississippi, and 
the managers contemplate continuing 
the system, as these agents can effect 
much by allaying prejudices, and ex- 
plaining the objects of the institution. 
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Every 
where the exertions of females have 
been conspicuous—the records of their 
efforts and even their privations, are 
in heaven, where they will be rewar- 
ded. 

The report next mentions the dona- 
tions made a few months since by ihe 
Managers, of 1000 dollars, to Dr. Ca- 
| rey, of the Serampore Mission, to aid 
| them in the translation of the scriptures 
|into the numerous languages of the 

‘ast, and also the donation of 500 dol- 
lars, for the purchase and distribution 
of the Scriptures by the American 
mission at Ceylon, translations of 
which have already been made.— 
[These donations were mentioned by 
us at the time.] ‘Thus it appears that 
the Society is doing good to those afar 
off, as well as to those that are nigh._— 
The first of these donations was made 
in consequence of a memorial from 
the Serampore Mission. 

The auxiliaries still requrie assis- 
tance, and to an extent greater than 
formerly. ‘The great and increasing 
population of the west—the West 
India Islands—and millions of desti- 
i. people in South America and 
| Mexico, present large fields for the 
| society to occupy, if funds sufficient 
should be poured into their coffers.— 
The managers therefore call upon the 
| public for additional support—they 
| call in the name of Him who never 
| fails to crown with success the earnest 
efforts for the advancement of his 
| kingdom and glory. 
| Having concluded that part of the 
| Report which relates to our own 
| 
| 
} 

' 





country, and the American continent, 

the Managers next take a survey of 

| kindred institutions, and their effects 

| in the various countries of Europe; 

but we have neither time nor room to 
sketch the details. First and fore- 
| most stands the British and Foreign 
|| Bible Society. Their income for the# 
| last year exceeds 400,000 dollars; 
land their issues of Bibles, since the 
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formation of the 
3,500,000 copies. 


In Russia the labors of the Bible | 
Society are e¢o-extensive with that | 
They have published | 


sreat empire. 


Society, exceeds | 





WHY ARE 


the bible already, in 28 different lan- | 
} 


guages—200,000 copies per annum 
are distributed, and the Calmucs in 
consequence, are throwing away their 
idols. This society 
its labors in China. 


In Germany, Prussia, France, Swe- 


den, Bavaria, the Netherlands, We. 


like Russia, the monarchs, nobles, pre- 
lates and people, are united in the Ho- 
Nor are the Catholics of 
France, Spain, Portugal and Italy, 
idle. The dreadful commotions of 
the Turkish Empire have suspended 
the labors of christians on the shores 
of the Mediterranean, and millions 
and millions in Africa and Asia, are 
in the greatest darkness. Yet the 
work is progressing; and it Is a cause 
of great joy to learn, that at the last | 
reat heathen festival, the votaries of | 
Juggernaut had not numbers sufficient 


ly Cause. 


to move his car! 


In conclusion, the managers express 
their gratitude and thanks to heaven 
for their success, and to the contribu- 
tors for their liberality, and their coad- 
The effects of 
this Society have been wonderful in 
allaying prejudices and jealousies a- 
Christians, | 
while they have shown the world how | 
good and how pleasant it is for breth-| 
ren to dwell together in unity, and 


jutors for their efforts. 


mone different sects of 


caused many to exclaim, Behold how | 
these Christians love ene another! 

The Report having been concluded, | 
the Rev. 
sey, moved that it be accepted and 
printed, and supported his motion by 
anaddress. Addresses were also de- 
livered before this paper went to press, 
by the Rey. Mr. 
Witt Clinton, Rey. Dr. 
the Hon. Peter A. Jay. 
port a sketch of all the speeches to- 
morrow, to the exclusion of every thing 
else. ; ; 

[ The remainder in our next.] 


Milledoler, 


has commenced | 





LS 





? 


Dr. Woodhull, of New Jer- | 


Ross, the Hon. De | 


We shall re- 








From ihe New-Hantpshire Repository, 
THERE MORE FEMALE THAN 
MALE PROFESSORS OF RELIGION? 
Extract of a Letter, dated Salem, De. 
cember 16, 1821. 
és . The fact that there are 
twice as many female as_ male profes. 
sors in every denomination of Chris. 
tians is unquestionable. The propor. 
tion may be even greater; but cannot 
some other reason be assigned for this 
majority besides the acknowledged 
greater sympathy and susceptibility 

of the tender emotions in females? 

“It is certainly through the influ. 
ence of the Spirit of the Almighty that 
either males or females are converted 
toGod. But it is equally certain from 
scripture and the experience of the 
church, that God bestows blessings on 
men in proportion to the constant and 
faithful use ofthe best means. If not; 
why are there not as many good men 
in India as in England? Why are not 
the females of Hindostan as virtuous, 
charitable and pious as the same part 
of community in our own land? Why 
are not children of savages as fre. 
quently as intelligent, humane and pi- 
ous as the children of christian pa 
rents? It is to the education or bring. 
ing up of children from infancy to 
manhood, that all the differences in 
human character are to be ascribed. 
If we look into families, sabbath 
schools, and parishes, we shall find, | 
doubt not, sufficient reasons to account 
for the female majority of christians. 

‘‘Parents, especially mothers,bestow 
more attention to the religious educa 
tion of daughters than of sons. Per- 
haps they do not design it. But is it not 
so? Boys are suffered to play in the 
streets where they learn every vice; 
while girls are kept in the house, where 
they rarely see or hear any thing im 
modest or wicked; when much of 
their time is spent in reading, if not re- 
ligious books, such as tend to refine 
the feelings and improve the mind.— 
Boys are tolerated in using harsh, vio- 
lent, indelicate, and even profane lan: 
guage, when any thing like such 4 
practice in girls is thought most shock- 
ing and wicked. Why this difference! 
God allows of no such distinctions.— 
Boys are suffered to be in company 
where their minds are prejudiced a 
gainst pious people,religious meetings 
sabbath schools, and every thing tha’ 
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-a restraint to.the depraved heart.— |] more constantly under the influence of 


Thus, while girls are taught useful 
moral lessons and maxims, boys are 
worse than neglected. 


Now 


funerals, as the male members. 


any man who knows that human char- 


acter is made up of a thousand little 


in the bringing up of children. 
“Ministers of religion bestow more 
attention to the religious instruction of 
the female part of their parishes.— 
They are far from designing it, and 


opportunities with the males. Let us 
follow a minister in his pastoral visit. 


He calls ona family. The motherand | 


daughters are in the house ready to 
hear him converse. The boys and 
young men are scattered over the farm 
or in the work shop. What access 
can he have tothem? To follow them 
into the field is rarely practicable, 
as the minister supposes. After spen- 
ding some time in conversation, he 
proposes or is asked to pray. Now 
the men folks must be sent for. Full 
of vexation perhaps, that they are call- 
ed from their labor, and wholly unpre- 
pared for devotion, they come in and 
listen toa prayer; and too often go 
out with a sneer. 
visit. If he has benefitted any mem 
bers of the family, he probably has 
not the younger male part. ‘The min 
ister has probably ten opportunities 
of instructing and conversing with the 


female part of his parish, where he has ' 


one with the younger male part. Do- 
mestic missionaries spend most of their 
visiting time with females, and elderly 
men. The same is true with regard 
to the efforts of common christians.— 
Except on the sabbath, females com- 
pose three fourths of the audience at 
religious meetings. Females hear far 
more religious and far less irreligious 
conversation than males. Add to all 
these facts the false taste of the public 
which will tolerate almost every de- 
fect in moral eharacter in a young 
Man, while it condemns a younz wo- 
man for the least stain, and you will no 
longer wonder that so many more fe- 


Christian church. 
“Cannot some means be devised to 


the gospel? 
make an effort? 
rents and guarstians, to ministers and 
domestic missionaries, that this subject 
is immediately important. 
less through their neglect that so few 
males comparatively are members of 
the churches. 
things. need not to be told what would || 
he the consequence of such a difference | 


Female mem- | 
hers of families are twice as often to| 
be seen at lectures, conferences and || 


vation? 


do likewise.’’ 


This completes his | 


‘love is pledged. 
‘as the paths of piety become rough 
end thorny, we shall stray into pleas- 
| anter pastures. 

males than males are found in the | 
|culiar advantages. 
ition of all worldly affairs, there are 


Will not every christian 
It is however, to pa- 


Tt is doubt- 


Parents should con- 


sider this subject and use effectual 
means to instruct and restrain their 
sons. 
being of children, under God, is put 
into the hands of parents. 
trust! There are,every one may know, 
‘many difficulties in the way, but they 
often mourn that they have no more ! 


The temporal and eternal well 


What a 


are not insurmountable. Christian 
perseverance will conquer every 
thing. 


Ministers and missionaries must go 


‘into the streets and fields and shops, 
instead of creeping into houses and 
‘lounging in the easy chair. 
souls are precious; will not Christians 


Immortal 


subject themselves to a little inconven- 
ience to be instrumental in their sal- 
Where and hon, let them en- 
quire, did Jesus Christ spena his time? 
Was it not in the street, by the way 
side, in the fields, on mountains, and 
by the sea side? Let ministers go and 
ACs 
—LA— 

EXTRACT. 

They who take up religion on a 
false ground will never adhere to it. 
If they adopt it merely for the peace 
and pleasantness it brings, they will 
desert it, assoon as they find their ad- 
herence to it will bring them into diffi- 
culty, distress, or diseredit. It sel- 
dom answers therefore to attempt ma- 
king proselytes by hanging out false 
colours. The christian “endures as 
seeing him whois invisible.” He who 
adopts religion for the sake of imme- 
diate enjoyment, will not do a virtuous 
action that is disagreeable to himself; 
nor resist a temptation that is alluring, 
present pleasure being his motive.— 
There is no sure basis for virtue but 
the love of God in Christ Jesus, and 
the bright reversion for which that 
Without this, as soon 


Religion, however, has her own pe- 
In the transac- 


oring the male part of community |many and great difficulties. There 
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mav be several ways out of which to 
choose. Men of the first understan- 
ding are not always certain which ot 
these ways is the best. Persons of 
the deepest penetration are full of 
doubt and perplexity; their minds are 
undecided how to act, lest while they 
pursue one road, they might be neg- 
Jecting another, which might better 
have conducted them to their proposed 
end, 

In religion, the case is different; 
and, in this respect, easy. Asa chris- 
tian can have but one object in view, 
he is also certain there is but one way 
of obtaining it. Where there is buat 
one end, it prevents all possibility of 
choosing wrong; where there is but 
one road, it takes away all perplexity 
as to the course of pursuit. ‘hat we 
so often wander wide of the mark, is 
not frem any want of plainness in the 
path, but from the perverseness of 
our will in not choosing it—from the 
indolence of our minds in not following 
it up. 

In our attach ments to earthly things, 
even the most innocent, there is al- 
ways a danger of excess; but from 
this danger we are here perfectly ex- 
empt, for there is no possibility of «x- 
cess in our love to that Being who has 
demanded the whole heart. This per- 
emptory requisition cuts off all debate. 
Had God required only e portion, 
even wercit alarge portion, we might 
be puzzled 
We might be plotting how large a 
part we might ventureto keep back 
without absolutely forfeiting our sate- 
ty; we might be haggeiing for deduc- 
tions, bargaining for abatements, and 
be perpetually compromising with our 
Maker. But the injunction is entire, 
the command is definite, the portion 
is unequivocal. ‘Though it is so com- 


pressed in the expression, yet it is so | 
expansive and ample inthe measure; | 
it is so distinct a claim, so imperative | 
requisition for all the faculties of the | 
| 
} 


mind and strength; ail the affections of 


the heart and soul; that there is not | 


the least opening 
place for any thing but absolute unre- 
served compliance. 





SUMMARY. 


The Hottentots.—Dr. Philip says, ‘I | 


can now meet the calumniaters of mis- | 
sions and the enemies of the Hottentots | 
on their own ground; and challenge 





| English pamphlet by Rev. Mr. Nors, 
| 
! 
| 
| 
| 


in settling the quantum. | 


} bs Sins a ‘He ‘ +; . 1} 
x jeft for litigation; no || 










themto show me in any part of ti, 
world, a people more capable of being 
improved than the abused Hottentots ¢ 
South Africa, or attempts at. Civilizatigy 
more complete in their success tha 
| what may be now seen at Bethelsdorp, 
| Rev. Lewis Way has undertaken , 
| journey to the shores of the Mediterrane. 
| an, under the patronage of the Londo, 
| Jews Society, to collect information res. 
| vecting the state of the Jews, and ty 
| circulate Bibles, Testaments, an 
| Tracts. A pious British, Admiral 4¢. 
| companies him. 
| Bible Society Controversy.—A lat 
against bible societies, has been repub. 
lished.in this country. An answer to 
| itis inthe press at New-York, in a let. 
ter to the Rt. Rev. Bishop Hobart, by, 
Churchman of the New-York Diocess, 

Board of Education.—The Presbytery 
| of Hanover, Va. have established a 
| EducationsSociety, and published thei 
‘rules. Indigent young men of arden 
| piety, promising talents, and capacity 
| for usefulness will receive its patronage 
| Every beneficiary is to be considered a 
/ on trial for six months—after which, if 
-approved, the aid of the Board shall 
not be withdrawn, while his necessities 
and their means continue. The amount 
of aid to be regulated by principles o 
rigid economy, and with reference to 
the comparative necessities of the bene- 
ficiaries—a semi-annual report of re 
ceipts and expenditures, is to be ren 
dered by each beneficiary to the Board 
—though appropriations made are not 
to be regarded as loans, yet the Board 
wish the advances made by them to be 
reimbursed if Providence should give 
the ability. 

Union Education Society.—The con- 
tributions to this Sciety from Novembel 
6, 1822, to April 7, 1823, amounted to 
$689,29, besides various articles 
| clothing for the use of the beneficiaries. 


REVIVAL IN BOSTON. 

| The friends of Zien will rejoice with 
us that the Lord continues to manifest 
himself in this city as the prayer hearing 
| God. Itis believed that so far from any 
abatement of the gracious operations 0 
| the Spirit, they are daily becoming mort 
| powerful; the number of inquirers and 
| of hopeful converts is increasing; pub- 
| lic lectures are evidently gaining inter 





| est in the community, and more private, 
social meetings, are multiplied and at 
| tended with deep solemnity. Forty: 
eight persons now stand propoundet 
| for admission to Park-street Church.~ 
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{we are able to Judge correctly, there | 
is still a growing disposition among } 
christians to regard the work as the 
tord’s, and to become laborers together 
with him in its progress. It is hoped 
that what has hitherto been seen and 
jt of the Divine presence, will prove 
to be but the commencement of a Revi- 
val that shall extend to every congrega- 
‘ion in the city; and to this result, we 
eamestly hope that the faith and the 
sravers Of the children of God through- 
out the Jand may be directed without || 
ceasing. Yes, brethren, we repeat it | 
‘Pray for us.” —Recorder. 


REVIVALS IN CONNECTICUT. 





Extract of a Letter from Coventry, Con. 
dated April 23, 1823, to a gentleman in 


teresting. Between 80 and 90 in the 
Rev. Mr. Booth’s Society are hoping.— 
Methodist count about the 


The same 


Boston. | 
“The Revival in Coventry is still in- 
number.—In North Mansfield the work 
has been more powerful, and still con- 
tinues.—In South Mansfield a revival has 
recently cemmenced with great power 
audrapidity; also in the part of Wind- 
ham adjoining Coventry.—In Columbia | 
there age upwards of 40 hopeful con- | 
verts, and the work is going forward.— | 
in Lebanon the work is great and pow- 
etful.—In North Caventry the revival 
has mostly subsided.” 
Sharon, Conn.—By letters received | 
in New-York, from ————-————-,_ we || 
learn that there isa powerful work of 
divine grace inSharon, Conn. For sev- 
eral years there has been in that church 
adecay of the christian graces. The | 
love of many has been chilled by the 
prevalence of stupidity. But now | 
abrighter day has dawned—a new || 
scene has opened, which is a prelude 


} 
| 
i 
} 
} 
' 
} 
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tothe prosperity of that Church. A | 
short time before the commencement of | 
the work, there was an unusual degree 
of fervor among a little band of Chris- 
tans. Deploring the alarming declen- 
on around them, they endeavored to | 
visit most of the members of the church, 

and enquired of them if they were desi- | 
tous of obtaining the blessing. Nor | 
were their visits in vain. <A considera- | 
ble excitement among Christians im- | 
mediately ensued. In the mean time | 
the number of meetings was increa- | 
sed—and they were all attended with | 
4 peculiar solemnity. At first, there 

Were ten or fifteen who were present at | 
the meeting of inquiry; but now the | 
lumber is augmented to 100: besides, t 
‘ne hundred or more, feel that the 


| 
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chains of their bondage are broken, and 
that by divine grace they may exult in 
the liberty of the children of iight.— 
{ Herald. 

The estimate by Mr. Bristed in his 
Work on the Anglican and American 
Anglo Churches, of the number of Min- 
isters in the United States, is as follows: 





Methodist, travelling preachers, 1000 
local preachers, 4000 

Baptist, - - - . 3000 
Congregational, - - - 1600 
Presbyterian, : - - 1500 
Episcopal Church, . . ~300 
All other denominations - 300 
Total, 11,500 


A Society auxiliary to the Methodist 
Missionary Society of England, has been 
formed in the island of Barbadoes. It is 
believed that in the first year of its es- 
tablishment, this Society willremit about 
50£ sterling to the parent institution. 

Mr. Coultart, the laborious missionary 
among the negro population of Jamaica, 
baptised one hundred and seventeen 
persons in August. 

The first anniversary of the Sheffield 
Sunday School Union in England, was 
held 1813, when the number of scholars 
was 3168. According to the returns of 
the last Report, the number of Children 
in Schools connected with the Union, is 
more than 8,600. The population of 
the parish of Sheffield is 65,275. There 
are 16,338 children, between the age of 
5 and 15 years. Of these about 11,000 
are taught in Day and Sunday Schools. 

The Charleston, S. C. Union Presby- 
tery, a newly constituted body, com- 
menced its sessions in this city, on Thurs- 
day the 10th inst. in the 2d Presbyteri- 
an church, and was opened with a dis- 
course by the Rev. Dr. Palmer, from 1 
Tim. iii. 1. This being the first sitting 
of this Presbytery, but little business 
was transacted, farther than making ar- 
rangements for future operations. 

We learn by a letter from Savannah, 
that the Rev. Mr. Frey kas been well 
received at Beaufort and Savannah. At 
the former place, after a collection a- 
mounting to $50, an auxiliary Society 
was formed, and upwards of $100 sub- 
scribed on the spot. At Savannah, 
where he had preached three times, 
previous to the date of the letter, from 
30 to 50 of his Jewish brethren attended 
each time. Amount of collections and 
subscriptions in that place, not particu- 
larly mentioned. He was to proceed to 
Darien, Milledgeville, Athens, and then 
to Augusta and Columbia.—Southers 
Intelligencer. 
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The subscriber acknowledges the receipt of 
fifty dollars from the Ladies in his society, to 
constitute him a Director for life of the Western 
Education Society. For this token of their kind- 
ness and respect, he would return them his cor- 
dial thanks. CALVIN BUSHNELL. 

Mount Vernon, 7th March, 1823. 

[The above acknowledgement should have 
appeared in our number for March, but was ac- 
cidentally omitted. | 


Instullation.—On the 30th of April last, 
the Rev. Atonzo Wetton, was installed 
pastor of the church and congregation at 
Bowman’s Creek, in the town of Cana- 
joharie. Introductory prayer by the 
Rev. Mr. Fitch; sermon by Rev. Mr. 
Chapman; charge to the people by the 
Rev. Mr. Duncan, and the charge to Mr. 
Welton, and the concluding prayer by 


the Rev. Mr. Smith. [ Communicated. } 





For the Utica Christian Repository. 
QUESTIONS. 


1. Have we scriptural evidence that 
the Jews, as a nation, will be restored 
to their own land? 

2. Have we not the same evidence 
that David will literally be their king 
and shepherd ? 

INQUIRER. 

Vernon, May 14, 1823. 
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From the Commercial Advertiser. 
SUCCESS OF MISSIONS. 


What sounds from the forest arise, 
Where silence in solitude slept? 

Now praises are mingled with sighs, 
And the rest of the Sabbath is kept. 


Where the wilderness throws its long shade, 
And hides the bright Heav’ns from view, 
There a garden for Jesus is made, 
And creation rejoices anew. 


Tis a spot where salvation is walls, 
Its gates are inscribed with praise; 

And the servant of Christ loudly calls 
To the child of the forest that strays. 


At the station Kingsbury chose 
To honor with Brainerd’s good name, 
The ashes of Worcester repose, 
Consigning the village to fame. 


*Tis the place Monroe went to view, 
When chief of the states he appeared; 
He bade them their labors pursue, 
And paid for the barns they had rear’d. 


The mill, and the plough, and the hoe 
Are proofs of keen industry found; 

‘The grain and the orchards in blow, 
Are ornaments now to the ground. 


+ "Twas here that the schools were prepar'd, 


i; 


And the children of red men drew nigh; 
And the Mission have reap’d their reward, 
By training their souls for the sky. 


e A Lydia, redeem’d from her foes, 
And taught in the way of the Lord, 


+ 


aa 


ae 
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Miscellanies. 


In death could on Jesne 


repose, 
A bliss that rich faith can afford. 


Here Catharine, the young Cherokee, 
Has tasted the blessings of grace; 
And her brother gives promise to be 
A teacher of truth to his race. 


Three hundred red children attend 
At the refuge, which merey on 
And grace has been known to descend 
On children, and parents besides, 


Now Brainerd, and Elliot, and Dwight, 
The late barren wilderness shows, 

The darkness is yielding to light, 
And the desert shall bioom like the rose. 


Give glory to God for his power, 
Adore his unspeakable love; 
And pray for the fall of the shower, 
Till Indians his heritage prove. 
Then come, ye who bear his great name, 
Oh, come to the help of the Lord! 
Your love burning bright, a pure flame, 
And give what your store can afford. 





For the Utica Christian Repository. 
A VOICE FROM THE SOCIETY ISLANDS 


HAIL, hail, holy Volume of peace, life, and light, 
Thou volume of blessedness, hail! 

1 Thy presence dispels the dark shadows of night, 
Thou’st sunder’d Idolatry’s vail. 


How long did we crouch, the degraded, vile slave; 
| ‘Yo altars all reeking with gore, 
| Ere thou, blessed Bible, wast thrown o’er the wave 
A herald of hope, to.our shore. 





Inspir’d by thy voice, we awake, we arise, 
From chaos of heathenish gloom ; 

The figments of eyror thou’st torn from our eyes, 
Salvation to Otaheite ’s come. 


How sublime, how delightful, how noble, how grand, 
Our transition from heathenish night 

To the gospel’s bright day: doubt’s vapors expand 
We’re immers’d in an ocean of light. 


By thee, to our Maker and reason restor’d, 
To a God whom "tis safety to trust, 

The godless, vain gods, we so fondly ador’d, 
Have crumbled, must moulder to dust. 


Then hail, holy Volume of hope, life, and light, 
Thou herald of merey, all-hail! 
Thy presence dispels the dark shadows of night, 
Thou’st sunder'd Idolatry’s vail. 
RECLUSE. 


Utica Missionary Depository. 


Received for A. B.C. F. M. from the 3is 
March to the 3d May, 1823 


| 

| 

/ 

| 

| 

| 

| Bridgewater—Mr. Gurdon Turner, a donation, 2 

Utica—Mon. concert collection, Ist pres. soe, 5% 

| Whitesborough—From the Pres. soc. for the New 

| England Tract Society, to make the Rey. J. 
Frost a Director for life, 10 @ 

| Westmoreland—My. Elijah Sedgwick, a dona- 
tion, 

ee Abner Townsley, an addition- 
a hea- 

na- 


15 


donation to educate some promisin 
then female at Mayhew, Choctaw, to 
med Frutilla Townsley, 
Mrs. Sarah Townsley, a bag of dried fruit. 
Trenton—Female Missionary Society for Fo- 
reign Missions, 13 51 
Ovid, Seneca co. from Ladies, a box of clothing, 
estimated at 814 11. 
Paimyra--A small bundle from the widow Tif- 


— 


10 @ 


fany. — 
Amount of cash, $56 1s 
ABIJAH THOMAS, Agent 
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